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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitl ed and

nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the

Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting

Conmm ttee, commencing at 2:00 p.m on the 17th day of

August 2022, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE:

PAUL A. KATZ, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:

For the Applicant:

ACKEN LAW

M. Al bert Acken

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85020

For Potential Intervenor Arizona Public Service Conpany

Pl NNACLE WEST CAPI TAL CORPORATI ON

Vb.

Linda J. Benally, Senior Attorney

400 North 5th Street, M 8695
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

Al so present:

M.

Robert Gardner, Project Manager, AES

M. Terrance Unrein, Senior Manager,
W nd Devel opnent, AES

M.

Jason Spitzkoff, Manager Engi neeri ng

Transm ssion & Distribution, APS

Ms. Anna Chaul k, Federal /State Seni or

Regul atory Anal yst, APS

Ms. Aileen De Los Angel es, Paral egal, Pinnacle
West Cor poration

M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chai rnan Katz

MVb.

Lisa dennie, dennie Reporting Services, LLC

Ms. Marta Hetzer, dennie Reporting Services, LLC
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CHW. KATZ: This is the tine set for the AES
slash or dash CE West Canp Wnd Project. And we don't

have a CEC nunber yet. |[|'mnot sure what nunber, Tod, it
wll likely be. Was it likely -- do you know?
MR. BREVER: | believe, M. Chairnan, it wll

cone out as CEC 206.

CHWN. KATZ: That's what | thought.

Ckay. And we have Bert Acken is present as the
primry counsel. And, Ms. Benally, on whose behalf are
you appearing? | should know this.

MS. BENALLY: Arizona Public Service Conpany.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch

And as we go, if you need any of the other
participants, the client representatives, to be
i ntroduced, we can do that as we nove forward.

But, M. Acken, thus far, are there any possible
intervenors that you' re aware of in this matter?

MR. ACKEN. APS is planning to intervene.

CHWN. KATZ: |[|'massunmng they're a friendly
I nt ervenor, however.

MR ACKEN. W believe and hope and anti ci pate
that they will be, yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And has -- | knowit's early
in the process, but has there been nuch, if any, public
I nterest expressed by nenbers of the public or any
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governnental entities?

MR ACKEN:. So the wnd farmitself -- renenber
this is a gen-tie associated with a wind farm project, so
the wind farmis going through the Navaj o County
entitl enent process. And so, you know, there's been sone
public concern raised about the w nd turbines thensel ves.
And that process is ongoing. And we'll talk -- we'll be
prepared to talk about it at the hearing, as far as the
outreach that's being done, in support of the wind -- in
support of the County process, including a hearing
tonmorrow at Pl anni ng and Zoni ng.

As far as the transm ssion line and the swtch
yards and substations, you know, no. And we haven't
recei ved any indication that anyone's planning to
i nt ervene.

CHWN. KATZ: Are there any other -- are there
any governnment entities outside of Navajo County that
need to be notified or have been notified?

MR. ACKEN. My perspective is no, M. Chairnan
This project is in an area that has, you know, that
checkerboard state |land. The wi nd farm project
i ncl udes -- boundary includes State |and, but all of the
facilities that are jurisdictional under the Comm ssion's
rules will be on private land. So it's ny position that
State land is not an affected jurisdiction.
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| did want to raise that with you in case you
felt differently. But all of the project conponents
that -- for which we're seeking certificate are on
private land in Navaj o County.

CHWN. KATZ: And, again, ny experience in
representing the Land Departnent, is their only interest
woul d be in granting either a right-of-way or a | ease to
allowthe wwnd farmto be built and operated. They
woul dn't be necessary in approving the gen-tie lines
t hemsel ves. But, anyway, it doesn't hurt to give them
sone notice, but | don't think you' re going to get any
participation or kickback fromthem

And in terns of -- we will ultinmately want the
applicant to draft the notice of hearing and request a
copy to be mailed to us. W'Ill have to ultimately
approve it inits final form And when we get it, either
as you present it or as we mght edit it, we wll -- |
wll sign off on it and get it back to you for
publication and posting on the website.

And |''m assum ng that you have or wll be naking
arrangenents at the appropriate tinme for publication in a
newspaper or newspapers of general circul ation?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct. And we have a draft

notice of hearing. | sent it to Tod.
Linda, | need to send it to you, just so you
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

6



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 PREFILING CONFERENCE 08-17-2022

have it. It wll be, you know, it's the tenplate notice
of hearing that everyone here is famliar wth.

As far as publication, we tried to see about
| ocal, regional, county papers that they coul d get
publication done for us in the tinme frane necessary;
that's a challenge, so -- given their nore limted
di stribution and publication schedule. So at this tine,
we're planning on using the Arizona Republic for our
official two days within the publications within 10 days.
And using a | ocal paper, the Hol brook Tribune, as a
suppl enental notice to capture nore of the local. But
that's our publication plan.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. And | did receive
today from Tod what he received fromyou, a nmap that we
could call Exhibit 1 to the prefiling conference, which
is a map of the general area. And | think it al so
depicts -- and that's the map we're tal ki ng about -- |
think it depicts the potential or the expected sign
| ocati ons.

MR ACKEN. It is. And | have shared the map

previously with Linda, and | apol ogi ze, Linda, | just was
not thinking, | didn't send you that map ahead of this,
t he one that shows the sign locations, but I will send

that to you, and | could tal k through those.
CHWN. KATZ: You know, |'m not sure how
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inportant it is, as long as we get the signs displayed in
prom nent places that are easily accessible to the
general public.

MR. ACKEN. Onh, thank you. Thank you for
pulling that up, Tod. |I'm assum ng that was you. Thank
you.

So this shows you an overview of the project

itself, the -- there's a few different things going on.
You have that |arger outer band -- | believe that's in
black -- that's the wind farm proj ect boundary. Wthin

t here you see a yell owbounded area. W are seeking,
M. Chairman, the authority to place up to two
substations and transm ssion |ines anywhere in that
yell ow area on private |lands to interconnect with both in
the alternative an on-site switching station, which is
shown approximately where that second green star is
that's on the western boundary -- thank you -- as well
as, then, the gen-tie for the 500 line that goes up north
of the wind farmproject site, and then connects wth the
exi sting corridor for two existing 345kV |lines, heading
nort heast towards the Cholla substation, so --

CHWN. KATZ: That's all rural or undevel oped
| and?

MR ACKEN. It is. And it's all one | andowner,
Aztec Land and Cattle, who was al so the | andowner for

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Chevelon. The only other private | andowner we have is
APS. Wien we actually enter APS s -- when we get cl ose
to the Cholla substation. So | guess | should have said
two | andowners. The primary one and then the APS
facilities.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN. | did want to highlight for you, |
just, you know, there are a couple things that are unique
that we're seeking. One is that authority to site up to
two substations, project substations, anywhere in that
yel | ow boundary, along with transm ssion |ines anywhere
in there. And then we are going to be seeking authority
both for the 500 interconnection at Cholla and the 345
I nt erconnecti on, which would be at a new switch yard
within the project site that would connect with APS s
345 i ne.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Were do you anticipate that
this hearing will be likely hel d?

MR. ACKEN:. W are still |ooking for the
| ocation in Hol brook, ideally. Qur strong preference is
to do this in Holbrook. 1It's the County seat. It's the
closest city that has potential venues. W have not been
able to lock anything down yet. So that is our first
choice. But as you saw on the notice of hearing, we
don't have a | ocation | ocked down. W certainly wll by
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the tinme, in the next week or so, and we'll nake sure
everyone's aware.

Again, we're trying to find a |l ocation in Navajo
that is |arge enough for the conmttee. |If we can't, |
t hi nk our second choice at this time is Show Low, because
it's also in Navajo County, but again, it's our
preference to do it in the County seat in Hol brook, if we
can.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN:. And I'"'mtold | msspoke about the
sane | andowner as Chevelon. That was a different project
than I had with Aztec, so -- but there's still just one
singul ar | andowner for this project.

CHWN. KATZ: ay. And, Tod, what time frane
are we likely -- | don't have all ny work materials here
at hone, | thought |1'd be back in the office by today --
but what tine frame or dates are we likely |ooking at for
a hearing?

MR. BREWER: G ve ne just one nonent,

M. Chair man.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR BREVWER | believe we have this schedul ed
for October 11th through Cctober 14t h.

CHWN. KATZ: Gay. And I'massumng this wll
be one of those hearings that wll be somewhere between a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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day and a half and three days?

MR. ACKEN:. That's our expectation. |In the
notice of hearing that | provided, | took the |iberty of
proposing that it only goes to the 13th, because again, |
cannot see this one going to the 14th, absent an
intervention that's not there. You know, we're not
proposing a tour, you know, obviously, the commttee wll
make that call, but even if they were to do a tour, this

isn't a four-day hearing.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And I won't -- | -- | wll
presune the next to be true, that there -- once a
| ocation is found, lodging will be avail able for

out-of-town commttee nenbers, as well as necessary
staff. So | don't need you to confirmthat. |'mjust
assum ng that that's true, unless you tell ne otherw se.

And do you think that it makes any sense -- are
t here any sensitive commercial, industrial, or
residential areas that would make sense to do a tour of
this project?

MR. ACKEN:. A tour's going to be really
chal l enging, just given the rural nature of it. And the
wind farmsite is large. And so -- so the gen-tie can be
up to 25 mles, just to give you a sense of scale, very
rural, you know, ranch roads. There is sone dispersed
residential near the proposed swtching station, so just

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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SO you're aware. |It's not easy to get to, but there

is -- that would be the only nearby | and use of concern
that | could see. Oherwise, it's ranchland. And then
it goes into the Cholla substation and all of the

i nfrastructure associated wi th Choll a.

CHWN. KATZ: R ght. And | can't be so arrogant
as to speak for the entire conmmttee, but it would appear
to ne that nore likely than not they will not be
insisting on a tour. |If the commttee acts in a way that
they feel it's really critical or if there's a |ot of
publ i ¢ opposition should arise, which | doubt, we would
probably want to do that tour at 9:00 a.m on the second
day of the hearing, 9:00 or 10:00 in the norning on that
day. But |'m hoping that we can go strai ght through the
hearing and we will have a good virtual tour.

MR ACKEN. We will. And we'll be prepared for
the tour in case that's the commttee's direction.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MS. BENALLY: M. Chairnman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MS. BENALLY: APS is planning on intervening in
this case, because there are the interconnection points
that M. Acken nmentioned at either the 345kV
I nterconnection point or at the 500kV interconnection
point. And if it's okay with you, I would like to ask

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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M. Acken a question just for clarification.

CHWN. KATZ: You don't need ny perm ssion, go
ri ght ahead.

MS. BENALLY: M. Acken, those interconnection
points that you noted, am | understanding correctly that
it wll be one of those |ocations, although you are
advanci ng both in the application?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. W are seeking
approval for both, so that a decision can be nade at a
| ater time, based on project devel opnent and economi cs.

MS. BENALLY: So to, | guess, restate, it wll
ei ther connect at the 345 or the 500kV, and one of those
I nterconnection points wll fall off the list, if you
will, or will be null once a determ nation is nade?

MR ACKEN: Correct.

MS. BENALLY: The other item M. Acken, that
per haps you plan on nentioning at a future date, but |
believe this is going to be a project that will have two
certificates?

MR ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman, this is -- and
that's why, you know, one of the reasons APS is here,
it's going to be simlar to the ones that you have seen
that |I've done with APS and others. So we will be
seeking separate certificate for the -- that we can
assign to APS for the -- what will be the APS-owned

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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facilities at the two interconnection |ocations.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

Wien it cones tine for the application, | know
that nost of the commttee nenbers don't require a hard
copy. Tod and | require a single hard copy, unless Tod
t hi nks he needs two. But we |like to keep a hard copy,
even though at the hearing itself | probably will rely on
what you project on the screen or on what is avail able on
a laptop or a tablet of sone type, an iPad. And I'm
assum ng that the exhibits in the application will be
avail able on either an iPad or a tablet or sonething |ike
t hat ?

MR ACKEN. It wll. W will use one of the
vendors the commttee's famliar wth.

CHWN. KATZ: And we can draft the procedural
order once we approve or at the sane tine we' re approving
the notice of hearing, or shortly thereafter. You'l
prepare for us a draft of the CECs, and we'll handle it
in the way that we usually do. W work through the
hearing, we will edit, and I wll rely heavily on Tod, as
al ways, but Tod and I will edit that CEC, based upon what

occurs at the hearing. There may be very littl e changes,

except stylistic or grammatical. And then we'll post one

in PDF format -- just because | |like to keep that as an

exhibit -- so we know what we started wth. And then
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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we'll work off of a second exhibit, which will be in
Wrd, and we'll edit it as we go and get it in a format

that the applicant and the intervenor hopefully wll

approve of and that the conmttee will approve of.
| massum ng that we'll start at 1:00 p.m and
that at 5:30 we'll have public comment. And if any

governnental officials wsh to speak, they'd be given
priority ahead of the general public.

MR ACKEN. And just a rem nder that this
hearing is starting on Tuesday, given that holiday, so --

CHWN. KATZ: kay. GCkay. You know, | keep --
and our next one together is starting the day after a
hol i day as wel |.

MR. ACKEN. W | ove our holidays weeks,
apparently.

CHW. KATZ: And | won't trouble you with that.
| was supposed to have a mninally invasive back surgery
on the 30th. | don't knowif it's going to get
scheduled. And if it does, when | -- when a doctor
schedul ed it about six weeks ago, he said |I'd be able to
go back to work in a couple of days. But if push cones
to shove, we'll be doing your next hearing rather than ny
surgery, and I'll naybe have to clear out a nonth in
Sept enber, COctober, or Novenber for that. But it's
nothing critical. [It's just when | stand up or wal k far

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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ny back hurts. Enough about ny nedical problens.

| ' m assum ng, though, that all required permts
have either been applied for or will be applied for, and
that there are no federal permts or NEPA studies that
are necessary, because it's not on federal |ands and
f ederal nonies are not bei ng used?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. And the only other
primary authorization is that -- is the County
entitl enent process, which is ongoing. And, again,
that's with the wind farmitself.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And the next goes w t hout
saying. | know that there will be a WFi hotspot | aptop
access to docket control, and provide application and
exhibits either on a |aptop, or a -- excuse ne, on a
tablet or on a flash drive. You' ve already indicated
that, in accord with your usual protocol, we'll have
i Pads or tablets or sone other digital nedia avail abl e.

Are there any other issues that we need to be
concerned wth, fromeither your perspective, M. Acken,
or fromNM. Benally's perspective?

MR ACKEN. Well, let ne look at ny list. "1
ask Rob, Rob Gardner is the project nanager, if | m ssed
or msstated anything from his perspective, Rob, please
chi me in.

MR. GARDNER: No, | think you covered

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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everyt hi ng, Bert.

CHWN. KATZ: One other --

MR, GARDNER  Not hing from ny side.

CHWN. KATZ: Thanks, Rob.

MR GARDNER: |'m sorry.

CHWN. KATZ: There's one other thing that |I need
to do, and that is, when will we |likely have our -- do we
want to set a prehearing conference date now?

MR BREVWER M. Chairman, we have t hat
schedul ed al r eady.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And when -- let ne see, when
do we have that schedul ed?

MR BREWER: Cctober the 4th at 2:00.

CHWN. KATZ: ay. Cctober 4 at 2:00,
pr eheari ng.

Ckay. And | need to make sure that when our
hearing is over and done with that our court reporting
conmpany gets -- we'd like final transcripts of the
conference and the hearing posted to the applicant's
website. So we'll all be getting a copy or at |east the
applicant and Tod and | will be getting a copy of this
transcript and the prehearing transcript. W need to get
t hose transcri pts posted on the applicant's website.

And it didn't appear that you or your client
representative or project manager, M. Acken, had any

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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concer ns.

Ms. Benally, do you or any of your APS fol ks
have anythi ng that needs to be di scussed or added?

MS. BENALLY: APS does not have anything to
comment or ask about at the present tinme. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Gay. Well, I think we're all set,
then. | |look forward, as always, to working with you
fol ks. You're always pleasant and a pl easure to work
with. And | wll see M. Acken on the 6th of next nonth.

Yes, M. Acken?

MR ACKEN:. Just wanted to update this group as
to our filing date. | think there was one tine, in
actually submtting the application, that we were
targeting for August 26th; that's going to be the -- the
29th. | like to do it on a Monday. Again, for
publication, | don't like to | ose the three days of the
weekend, so we are looking to file that on the 29th.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

Tod, anything else that this senile old nan has
forgotten to cover?

MR, BREVWER: No, M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you all for your courtesy,
and we'll see you in Cctober, if not sooner than that.
And | know, M. Acken, just a couple weeks away, so -- on
sonething that should be a ot |ess conplicated than sone
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folks want it to be. W'Il see how things play out.
| won't ex-parte anybody at this point in tine.

W'll all see you |ater, take care.

MR ACKEN. Thank you.
MS. BENALLY: Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 2:34 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
J)(1)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x, Arizona, this
st

(
1 day of Septenber, 2022.

Wi Bk

ROBIN L. B. OSTERCDE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

i s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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