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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at Hi gh Country Conference Center, 201 West
Butl er Avenue, Flagstaff, Arizona, conmmenci ng at
1:00 p.m on the 11th day of COctober, 2022.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairnman

DANI EL SCHW EBERT, Ari zona Corporati on Conm ssion
(via vi deoconf erence)
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
JAMES PALMER, Agriculture Interests
Rl CK GRI NNELL, Counti es
(via vi deoconf erence)
KARL GENTLES, General Public
(vi a videoconf erence)
JACK HAENI CHEN, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

ACKEN LAW

M. Albert H Acken

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172
Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

For the Intervenor Arizona Public Service Conpany:

SNELL & WLMER, L.L.P.

M. J. Matthew Derstine

400 East Van Buren Street, Suite 1900
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

and

Pl NNACLE WEST CAPI TAL CORPCORATI ON

Ms. Linda J. Benally, Senior Attorney
400 North 5th Street, Ms 8695
Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

(via videoconf erence)
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CHWN. KATZ: Good afternoon, everyone. | am
Paul Katz. Mbst of you know ne already. |'mthe chair
of the Line Siting Commttee, and | will just first start

out by indicating we should be on the record, if we
didn't already go on. Robin is our court reporter, and
we'll try to do our best not to tal k over one anot her.

This is the tinme set for a CEC hearing in
CEC- 206, West Canp Wnd CGen-Tie Project, and | wll ask
counsel who is present for the applicant to identify
hi nself for the record, if we coul d.

MR ACKEN. Good afternoon, M. Chairnman,
Commttee. Bert Acken of Acken Law on behalf of the
applicant, West Canp Wnd Farm LLC

CHWN. KATZ: And since | have himhere already,
we haven't yet determ ned whether or not we will allow
APS to intervene, | don't see any reason why we
shoul dn't, but | would ask the attorney who is present
here on behalf of Arizona Public Service, if you would,
to kindly identify himself for the record.

MR DERSTINE: Good afternoon, Chairman, nenbers
of the Comm ttee. Matt Derstine, Snell & WI ner,
appeari ng on behalf of Arizona Public Service Conpany.
Appearing on behalf of APS also is Linda Benally.

Ms. Benally is appearing virtually, and I think we see
her on the screen here in the hearing room

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: And, welcone. And | believe
virtual -- I'lIl take roll starting to ny imediate |eft.
"Il have the gentleman to ny left identify hinself for
t he record.

MEMBER DRAGO  Yeah, Len Drago, designee for
Ari zona Departnent of Environnental Quality.

CHWN. KATZ: And |I've already indicated |I'm Pau
Katz; I'mthe chair of the Commttee.

And next, M. French.

MEMBER FRENCH: My nane is David French; |I'mthe
desi gnee for the Departnent of Water Resources.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |' m Jack Haeni chen,
representing the public.

MEMBER PALMER: Jim Pal ner, representing
agricul ture.

CHWN. KATZ: And | believe we have possibly two
nmenbers appearing virtually. | see M. Ginnell, but
I'll ask you to identify yourself, M. Ginnell, if you
can, and indicate on whose behal f you're appeari ng.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Good afternoon. Rick
Ginnell, representing the counties. And | see ny
friends from Phoeni x who are escaping the heat and up in
beautiful Flagstaff, so good on y'all.

CHWN. KATZ: And is Daniel Schw ebert present as
well virtually?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: Of the record for just a m nute.

(D scussion off the record.)

CHWN. KATZ: Well, we have enough w t hout
M. Schw ebert being present. | believe he may be
attendi ng the public neeting of the Arizona Corporation
Comm ssion, which is scheduled for today. And we'l|
leave it at that. But we have only one, two, three,
four, five, six of us here right now, which | believe is
a quorum We can't afford to | ose anybody.

Wth that all being said, we have those who are
present already identified for the record. If | didn't
I ndi cate, we should have gone back on, | think Robin's a
step ahead of nme, so | appreciate that.

And | don't know if there's any nenbers of the
public here right now, but | just have to adnoni sh or

warn you to please not discuss this case with any of the

menbers of the Conmttee. |If you are w shing to make
public coment at 5:30 this evening, there will be a
session that you can -- if you're physically present you

can sign in on a formand indicate whether you wish to
speak or just provide us with witten coments. And
there was also a link for virtual participation by
menbers of the public.

Let nme just ask you, M. Acken, before we get
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started with swearing in or affirm ng w tnesses,
are -- what's your position with respect to intervention
by APS in this matter?

MR ACKEN: The applicant does not oppose APS's
intervention, and | think it's safe to say we woul d
support it. The testinony in this case is that AES w ||
be seeking two CECs, as APS will own a portion of the
i nterconnection facility, so it makes sense for themto
be here representing their interests.

CHWN. KATZ: Thanks very much. Excuse ne for
| eaning over. | just had surgery a week ago yesterday
and | have to take ny tinme in getting whatever | m ght
need.

And what is the -- let me ask you, M. Derstine,
do you intend to call any witnesses at this point in
time, or are you just going to be cross-exam ning those
who are called by the applicant?

MR DERSTINE: M. Chairman, APS doesn't intend
to call any witnesses at this tine. W do have a w tness
avail able, in the event that issues may arise that would
require testinony fromAPS. And | also don't currently
have any intent or plans to cross-exani ne any W tnesses.
So we're here to observe, and to the extent that there's
an issue that arises that we think it's appropriate for
APS to either exam ne one of applicant's wtnesses or to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022

present a witness of our own, we'll -- we'll ask your
perm ssion to do that at the appropriate tinme, but we
currently don't have any intention of doing so.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Does counsel for APS -- ny
brain is just not working today -- when are the
applications for CECs anticipated to be in front of this
Comm ttee?

CHWN. KATZ: Who are you aski ng about?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: APS. It was nentioned they
have two CECs.

CHWN. KATZ: No, no, two CECs wll be issued to
West Canp Wnd, but ultimately they nay be assigned to
APS. We're not doing that in today's proceedi ng, correct
me, Counsel, if |I'm w ong.

VR ACKEN: No, that's correct. And |I'msorry
if that was unclear. The applicant is requesting two
CECs, with the intention of assigning one of those to APS
to cover the facilities that APS will own and operate
associated with the gen-tie project. And we have done
this -- this is a simlar process -- | have done this
wth APS in Hashknife, nore recently Serrano we did this
nmodel. And | did another case, it wasn't wth APS, but
Atl as where the applicant sought two CECs, again, to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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assign a portion of the project to a future assignee.
And so that's what we're doi ng here.

But West Canp Wnd Farm LLC, is the applicant;
it's requesting both CECs. Both CECs, if granted, w !l
be issued in the nane of West Canp Wnd, LLC, again, with
the intent to assign the CEC covering APS-owned
facilities to APS in the future.

CHWN. KATZ: You're muted. M. Ginnell, we
can't hear you; you're nuted.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: No, | | ost connection here,
but -- and | apol ogi ze, but what | was asking is we are
requesti ng CEC-206- A and CEC-206-B as part of this
process?

MR ACKEN: Yeah, that's correct. W've |abeled
themfor the Committee's consideration as CEC-1 and
CEC- 2, both under case 206 and this docket nunber.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Okay. | didn't note that.
Wel |, thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

What |'d like to do at this tinme is entertain
fromany nenbers of the Committee a notion to all ow

Arizona Public Service to intervene in these proceedi ngs.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | nove that we allow themto
I ntervene.
MEMBER PALMER: | second it.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: Al right. Any discussion?

(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: Al in favor?

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN. KATZ: Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: And, welcone, M. Schw ebert. You
didn't mss nuch of anything, other than the fact that
APS has nade a request to intervene. They don't
currently anticipate presenting any testinony. They're
free, though, to exam ne -- cross-exan ne wtnesses if
there m ght be a need.

The next issue, though, that we need to resolve
before we begin the hearing is I'll ask M. Acken his
reconmendati ons on whether or not we take a tour. And
havi ng spoken with himat the prehearing conference, it's
my under st andi ng that the objections fromthe community
were to the wwnd farm and not to the power lines. |
don't know if we have any objections to the power |ines
t hat have been presented to us in witing by any nenbers
of the public, corporate or individual; is that correct,
M. Acken?

MR ACKEN:. M. Chairman, it is correct, there
have been no public comments opposing the gen-tie
project. M. Gardner can speak to the one coment that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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was received, but it wasn't in the nature of an
opposition; it was a question about potential sale of
their property for the gen-tie, but -- but the |ong and
short of it is there has been no public opposition that
we have received regarding the gen-tie.

| reached out to the counsel who represented the
I ndi vidual s at the Navaj o County special use permtting
process that you'll hear about, to see if they were going
to participate and | did not hear back. So at this tinme
my expectation is that they are not, and I don't see any
of themin the room

CHWN. KATZ: Do you think that there's any
benefit that we m ght receive by taking a tour? And if
we did that there would be only one, two, three, four,
five of us going on the tour, and | don't know how wel |
"1l be able to hobble al ong post-surgery, but | can make
it, if necessary.

MR. ACKEN. So we | ooked long and hard at how to
make a tour work for this project. Those of you that
were on the Commttee for Chevel on, which is another AES
project that is under construction about 15 mles cl oser
to Flagstaff than this project we were able to do a tour.
There is a couple, naybe one real key distinction. For
Chevel on you had a state highway that bisected the w nd
farmsite, and al so sonme of the CEC conponents, so there

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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was easy access to facilities for which the applicant was
seeki ng a CEC.

Up on the screen, on the right-hand screen, you
see slide 27. This is an overview map, it shows Joseph
City at the top -- thank you; M. Gardner's going to be
ny pointer -- and so Joseph City is on Interstate 40.
Again, that's about an hour and a half fromhere, so we
woul d have to go to Joseph Cty. There are sone surface
streets, public streets that go -- that would cross the
one gen-tie corridor, where there are existing
transm ssion |lines as well, where he's highlighting right
there. So one of our tour spots could be in that
| ocati on.

We can't get close to the Cholla Substation.

You know, access to Cholla is not feasible, given
security constraints for APS. And then there are sone
| and constrictions, you know, as far as |and access
restrictions on the south side, so we can't even get
close to Choll a.

There's one other tour spot that we considered
al ong the potential gen-tie route that you see right
there that is close to Cholla, but many nmiles fromthe
wind farm project site, where the nunber of the project
facilities will be constructed, the w nd farm project
boundary is outlined in black. Qur infrastructure siting

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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area is in yellow That's where all of the CEC
components that are wwthin the wind farm proj ect would be
| ocated, and there's just no access. There's no public
access to those facilities.

State Route 377 to the east, you can't see it
due to topography -- and keep in m nd each one of those
boxes is a section that's a square mle, so we're tal king
about great distances. The opposition to the wind farm
itself that arose at the Navajo County Special Use Permt
proceeding -- which | should, I want to note and we wl |
present testinony, Navajo County's Board of Supervisors
approved this project unaninously by a 4 to O vote -- but
t he opposition cane from | andowners fromthe west and to
t he sout hwest of the wind farm project. And, again,
their concerns related to the turbines. There is no
public access to that area where we coul d take an
executive van for the Commttee. Those roads are not --
sone of themaren't public access, and the ones that are
are not built or maintained for a vehicle that we woul d
need to take out there.

CHWN. KATZ: Wbuld you point out a route,

t hough, that -- that one gen-tie line will be taking and
whet her or not there's an existing gen-tie line that wll
parallel it?

MR. ACKEN. Yes. So we're requesting two

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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I nterconnections, a 345 interconnection that wll be
entirely within that yellow siting -- infrastructure
siting area, and interconnect in that black hash box in

t he northwest corner directly adjacent to existing 345-kV
lines. There's two or -- there's two 345- and one 500-kV
line that run southwest from Cholla, and it bisects the
nort hwest corner of the project site. So the 345

I nt erconnection option entirely within that yell ow box

i nterconnecting with a new switchyard at the 345-kV --

exi sting 345-kV |ines.

The 500 interconnection optionis alittle

different. It would include a gen-tie running fromthe
w nd farmproject site -- thank you for highlighting the
screen, the |aser pointer -- follow ng the existing

transm ssion lines fromthe wind farm project site to the
exi sting Cholla Substation. Those would be -- that 500

i nt erconnecti on woul d be co-located and parallel to two
exi sting high-voltage transm ssion lines and in close
proximty to a third.

CHWN. KATZ: ay. And those dashed lines that
run fromthe top down to the |eft-hand corner and from
the top down to the right-hand corner, those are already
exi sting lines, correct?

MR. ACKEN. Correct. On the |egend you can see,
dependi ng on the size, those are existing 500- and 345-kV

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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transm ssion lines that start at the Cholla Substati on,
you know, once served, and sone still serve in sone
capacity, providing -- transmtting power fromCholla to
the Vall ey and pl aces sout h.

CHWN. KATZ: And nost of the to-be-constructed
lines are on private property; is that correct?

MR. ACKEN. They are entirely on private
property. So the gen-tie facilities, the switchyard that
we're requesting for the 345-kV i nterconnection, and up
to three project collector substations, also in the
infrastructure siting area, all are located on private
| ands. There are no state or federal |ands inplicated by

this project. The applicant has secured agreenents for

the private lands for all infrastructure conponents, with
t he one | andowner who -- one private | andowner in this
area up until it reaches the APS-owned facilities at
Chol | a.

CHWN. KATZ: And are -- have you prepared a
virtual tour, in the event we don't do it in person?

MR, ACKEN:. W have. In ny view, it's an
excellent virtual tour, it's certainly consistent or
better than the ones this Committee is used to seeing,
and we actually have two. W have one for the 345-kV
option and one for the 500-kV option, and we have a
couple of sinulations of the project facilities as well.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: ay. Before | have us dig any
deeper, we can either take a tour or not. W're talking
about a three-hour round trip just to get there and back.
And the tour itself isn't going to give us nmuch of a view
of anything. And there are already existing power |ines,
except within that square, toward the |lower area, that's
outlined in black on this particular exhibit, which | ooks
like it's Exhibit 20 -- is it 277

MR ACKEN. Slide 27, to West Canp Wnd Hearing
Exhi bit 3.

CHWN. KATZ: | can entertain a notion. | don't
know how nobile | am or how worthwhile the tour woul d be,
but I'mnot going to preenpt anybody. So we can either
have a notion to not take a tour or a notion to take a
tour and vote on it.

VEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman, if | may?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, sir.

MEMBER PALMER: | amnornally a strong proponent
of seeing the areas that we inpact and |i ke doing that.
That bei ng said, because of that | read wth interest the
record of the prehearing conference and the expl anation
that was given there and the explanation that M. Acken
gave us here this afternoon, and |I am convinced there's
probably a limted value in this particular tour and am
wlling to forgo that for a virtual tour and woul d nmake

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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ormof a notion.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you. W do have a notion.

|s there a second? And, again, this is that we would not

take an in-person tour.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |'Il second and | support it.

CHWN. KATZ: Any di scussion?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairnman, quick question.

| was | ooking at an Arizona map. Joseph Cty, is that

bet ween Hol br

MR

ook and W nsl ow?
ACKEN: It iIs.

VEMBER HAENI CHEN: Cl oser to Hol br ook.

MR

ACKEN: Cl oser to Hol br ook.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ckay. | just wanted to

clarify where | was | ooking at.

CHWN. KATZ: Any further discussion?

(No

response.)

CHWN. KATZ: Al in favor of waiving the tour,

pl ease say,

"aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN. KATZ: Anyone opposed?

(No

response.)

CHWN. KATZ: W're not going to take a tour.

And t he | ast
i s whet her or

gover nnent al

question | have of you, before we get going,
not notice has been given to any | ocal

entities that mght be required to be
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notified pursuant to the statute?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairnman, the only affected
jurisdiction to which notice is required is Navajo
County. Again, all project facilities are | ocated on
private |l ands, in unincorporated Navajo County. Notice
has been provided to Navajo County of this proceeding,
and as | nentioned earlier, Navajo County has already
approved the Special Use Permt for the -- for the wnd
project itself.

CHWN. KATZ: Just give ne a second.

And there aren't any federal funds involved or
any federal |ands involved, correct, so we don't have any
NEPA concer ns?

MR ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Wat you can do is | don't
know i f you want to introduce your panelists first or
make an opening statenment before calling them either way
is fine with ne.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. | was | ust
going to nake a few brief statenents, and | actually
covered a lot of themin the discussion about the tour,
so l'll try not to be redundant.

West Canp Wnd Farm and AES real ly appreciate
the opportunity to be back before the Commttee to
present the West Canp Wnd gen-tie Project. As you see
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on slide 27, this shows -- this map is inportant, and we
have a |l ot of maps, and | want to explain what you're
seei ng.

The project -- there's a few interesting things
that we're doing here. W're requesting approval for two
i nt erconnections, both a 345- and a 500-kV
I nterconnection. W are requesting two CECs, as |
nmentioned earlier. And then within the infrastructure
siting area shown in yellow are requesting the
aut hori zation to use any of those sections in yellow on
private land for the gen-tie facilities to interconnect
the project's collector substations -- and, M. Grdner,
if you could highlight that -- there are three project
col l ector substation sections that we are requesting
approval for. The applicant will actually construct
either one or two coll ector substations, dependi ng on
phasi ng. And dependi ng on phasing, whether it's done in
one or two, it wll affect which of those three |ocations
that the applicant woul d use.

So we're requesting flexibility for the
substations. And we're requesting flexibility within
that infrastructure siting area to -- for the 345
option -- to the 345-kV switchyard siting area. And
what's being highlighted there in the northwest corner of
the infrastructure siting area is the 345-kV section for
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whi ch we're requesting approval in the black hash |ine.
That section is where the new 345-kV swi tchyard woul d be
constructed, ultimtely owned by APS, to interconnect the
wind farmgen-tie to the regional grid on those APS -- on
t hat APS 345-kV I|i ne.

For the 500-kV option, again, you wll have
500-kV infrastructure transm ssion lines wthin the
boundary of the infrastructure siting area, and wl|
ultinmately head north, where it will |eave the w nd
project and infrastructure siting area in the mddle
of the northern boundary of the wind farm where you see
the -- see the highlight in the laser, right there, from
that point the 500-kV corridor heads north, crosses the
three existing lines, and then fromthat point it
parallels existing transm ssion lines to the Choll a
Subst ati on.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR, ACKEN. | nentioned earlier all project
facilities are on private |ands, and the applicant has
| and agreenents in place, and we w || provide testinony
about that.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Giinnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Acken, so you're asking
for approval to build one, two, three new substations,
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t he devel opnent of a switching station, and then two
gen-ties; is that correct?

MR ACKEN. Alnpost. The only -- the only
distinction is we only are requesting approval to build
two col |l ector substations. There will be no nore than
two, but we're asking the authority to put themin one of
those three sections that are shown in the infrastructure
siting area.

So, for exanple, if the wind project is built in
one phase, the collector substation will be that m ddl e
one that M. Gardner is highlighting right there. |If the
wnd project is built in tw phases, we would use the
ot her two substation sections to build the two coll ector
substations for the separate phases. So there wll never
be three coll ector substations -- well, that's not the
request, the request is up to two, but place with it in
one of those three sections.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Al right. But to that end,
whi ch one? And what -- out of all this, what are you
actually going to be assigning or requesting to assign to
APS? Wi ch one of these interconnections or gen-ties are
we actual ly speaking to?

MR ACKEN. Sure. So first let's talk about the
345, so we are going to assign interconnection facilities
to APS where the -- where the West Canp i nterconnection

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022 23

facilities and transm ssion |ines neet existing APS
infrastructure. So for the 345, APS wll actually own
and operate the 345-kV switchyard that we're requesting
approval for. So we would assign the authority to build
t he 345-kV switchyard to APS. You'll hear reference to

what's call ed the point of change of ownership, or POCQO,

that will be the first transm ssion structure outside the
swtchyard. And M. Gardner will present -- this is in
the virtual tour -- | think if you're a visual thinker

like me, it really helps to see that visually where that
change wi Il take pl ace.

So the for the 345, APS wl| have the

authority -- well, CECG2 will have the authority to
construct the switchyard; that authority will be assigned
to APS.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: And then the line comng from
the Cholla Substation down to the exterior here, the
four -- the black line where the wind farns are, who is
going to -- is that in place already or is that sonething
that you're going to build, in addition to the 345?

MR ACKEN. It will be built. And I'mgoing to
ask, if M. Gardner knows, he can flip ahead to the slide
showi ng the Cholla interconnection.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: |'ve got nmaps here, but I'm
just not sure which one I'm | ooking at.
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MR ACKEN. 1'Il go ahead here. |[|I'mgoing to go
to slide 37 -- no, that's not the one |I want. 45.
Ckay. So 45 shows -- so slide 45 shows -- then

this will be the map that would be attached to CEC- 2, one
of the maps that would be attached to CEC-2, so none of
the -- none of the facilities have been constructed yet.
We're seeking approval for that. Wst Canp wll hold and
construct the facilities wwthin CEC 1, which includes

t hat 500-kV transm ssion line that is parallel to the

exi sting APS transm ssion |ines.

It is only at, once we get to what we'll cal
the APS control area, and M. Gardner is highlighting
that, it's arectangle -- it's a dashed rectangle within
that control area will be -- is the facilities that are
covered by CEC-2. And so, again, the thought is once
this project is ready to go to construction, CEC2 w ||
be assigned to APS, who will actually construct and own
and operate the facilities wthin that area, because it's
already within the area that they control at the Cholla
Subst ati on.

And, again, M. Gardner in the virtual tour, has
great maps to kind of highlight the colors and draw it
out perhaps better than what the Figure 45 shows.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Thank you.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman?
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CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MEMBER PALMER: And | probably should hold these
questions for the witnesses, but | just want to be sure
going forward that I'mclear. So when you talk about the
345 option and the 500 option, it's not one or the other;
the intent is to build both options, and that's CECs 1
and 2?

MR. ACKEN. No, | welcone the questions, because
this is -- what we're asking for is a little different,
and | want to make sure it's clear. And that's why |I'm
doing it in the opening and why M. Gardner will really
take sone tine to wal k through. W are requesting the
optionality to build either the 345 or 500.

MEMBER PALMER:  Ckay.

MR ACKEN:. We will not build both. But we
want -- we are requesting the Conmttee grant us the
authority to build either, depending on information
that's devel oped down the road about which
I nt erconnecti on nakes the nost sense for potenti al
custoners, costs, things of that nature. Information
that we don't have today. And, again, our w tnesses wll
address that. But so that's why we're asking for both
t he approval for the 345 and the 500.

The two CECs is a different ask, and it gets
confusi ng, because CEC-1 is for all of the facilities
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that West Canp AES will ultimately owmn. And CEC-2 is for
the interconnection facilities that APS wll own. So
CEC-1 includes 345- and 500-kV options. CEC 2 al so

i ncl udes 345- and 500-kV i nterconnection options. One
thing you will see when we get to this point in our form
of order for the draft CECis we -- we borrowed a
condition or we used a condition froma recent case where
anot her applicant had requested optionality for
alternatives, and this relates to the 345 and 500. So a
condition that says at the point you make -- the
appl i cant nmakes an el ection of which one they're going to
use, they'll file sonething in the docket and then the

ot her one goes away. So there will only ultinately be
one i nterconnection, either 345 or 500.

MEMBER PALMER: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne just ask, though, if APS is
going to get assigned one of those |lines, are they going
to be the sole owner and operator of that line or is it
going to be jointly owned between Wst Canp and APS or is
that up in the air?

MR ACKEN:. Well, the project will be jointly

owned. And when you think of the project, | think of the
transm ssion line. But each entity will own separate
facilities. So APS wll own the interconnection

facilities associated wth either the 345 or 500. Ther e
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won't be joint ownership of those specific facilities.

CHWN. KATZ: And that will cone out of one
substati on, as opposed to the other |ine option would
cone out of another?

MR ACKEN: Yeah, but under either. So under
the 500-kV option, APS wll have -- ultimately hold the
CEC for the interconnection facilities wthin that
control area at Cholla for the 500 facilities. They wl|
al so have a CEC for the -- ultimately obtain, be
assigned, CEC- 2 from-- from Wst Canp Wnd, that wll
i ncl ude the 345-kV switchyard, as APS will own and
operate that.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai rman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |'m not confortable with this
conversation that we've just had. The Committee, or at
| east ne as part of the Commttee, wants to know why
there are two options in voltage. Wat are the reasons
for it? And because maybe we won't agree that that's a
good ar gunent.

MR ACKEN. And we will certainly present
testinony as to why we're requesting that, Menber
Haeni chen. Wat | want to do in the opening is tee up
for you the ask, so that it's clear what we're asking.
But yes, we understand your perspective, and we are
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prepared to address that in our testinony, and we wl|.
Qur witnesses will address that.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: And the first question before
M. Haeni chen was by Menber Palner. | was just saying
your question, | didn't identify you. And | want to nake
sure | do that, because Robin isn't overwhel m ngly
famliar with us or nore famliar than she mght like to
be.

MEMBER PALMER: |'m the good-| ooki ng one on the
end, Robi n.

CHWN. KATZ: That all being said, do you want to
I ntroduce your witnesses or | can affirmor swear them
in? Are they going to be called as a panel or are you
going to be doing one witness at a tinme or you're not
sur e?

MR ACKEN. | better be sure. W wll be
calling the four witnesses that you see in front of you
as one panel.

CHWN. KATZ: And, again, they are Allen G aber,
Al exandra Shin, Robert Gardner, and Terrance -- is it
"Unrein."

MR UNREIN:  Unrein.

CHWN. KATZ: Unrein.

And I'lIl take a vote now This is the only tine
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you | adi es and gentl enmen get to vote. Do you prefer an
oath or an affirmation? And if there's a division, we
can do both, sone for one of you and sone for the others,
but would you prefer an oath or an affirmati on?

MR GARDNER Affirmation is fine.

CHWN. KATZ: Affirmation?

MR. GARDNER  Yes, sir.

CHWN. KATZ: |I'mnot going to require you to
stand, but if you all four of you raise your right hands,
| have a question to ask you.

(Terrance Unrein, Robert Gardner, Al exandra
Shin, and Allen Graber, were duly affirmed en nasse, by
t he Chairnman.)

CHWN. KATZ: There's a unani nbus -- everybody
has been affirnmed, and you can proceed with your
guest i oni ng.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

TERRANCE UNREI N, ROBERT GARDNER

ALEXANDRA SHI N, ALLEN GRABER
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
/1
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DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Unrein -- let's give the AV team a second
here. | need to go back and get these slides synched.
Thank you.

M. Unrein, state your nane and busi ness address
for the record.

A (MR UNREIN) M/ nane is Terrance Unrein, and ny
busi ness address is 282 Century Pl ace, Suite 2000,

Loui svill e, Col orado 80027.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (MR UNREIN) |I'mthe director of the Wstern
W nd Energy Devel opnment for AES Cl ean Energy Services,
LLC.

Q And pl ease summari ze your educational background
and wor k experi ence.

A (MR UNREIN) | graduated from Col orado State
Uni versity with a degree in construction managenent. |
have been in renewabl e energy for about 10 years, since
2012. | have been both a consultant and devel oper within
t he renewabl e energy industry, and | have worked for
AES-affiliated conpanies for approximately three years.

Q And have you testified before this Commttee
previ ousl y?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes, |I've testified before this
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commttee in fall of 2019, | believe it was Cctober --
Oct ober 17, 2019, going off of nenory, for the
Chevel on-Butte Wnd Gen-Tie Project that was |located in
Coconi no and Navaj o counties, Arizona.
Q And what is your role in the West Canp project?
A (MR UNREIN) | amresponsi ble for overal

devel opnent and conmerci alization of this project.

Q And what topics will you cover in your testinony
t oday?

A (MR UNREIN) 1'll be providing an overvi ew of
t he applicant and who we are. | will be providing sone

techni cal details, and hopefully sone clarity as to our
uni que request with two different interconnection
voltages. And I'll be summarizing our presentation and
be available, with ny coll eagues at the panel here, to
answer any questions, conmments, and concerns fromthe
Comm ttee.

Q Thank you.

Next, M. @Grdner, please state your nane and

busi ness address.

A (MR GARDNER) My nane is Robert Gardner, 282
Century Place, Suite 2000, Louisville, Colorado.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?

A (MR GARDNER) |'m enpl oyed by AES C ean Energy
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Services, LLC, and | amthe project manager for the w nd
devel opnent team

Q Sumrari ze your educational background and work
experi ence.

A (MR GARDNER) | hold a degree in nmathemati cal
econom cs from Col orado College. 1've been working in
renewabl e energy for approximately three years, all wth
AES-affiliated conpani es.

Q And what is your role with this project?

A (MR GARDNER) |I'mthe project manager for the
West Canp Wnd Farm and gen-tie project, and | run

day-to-day activities for the projects.

32

Q And what will you cover in your testinony today?

A (MR GARDNER) |'Ill be going through nuch of our
application, tal king about an overvi ew of the project,
the permtting overview for the project, sonme of the
needs and benefits that this project brings, and
techni cal aspects of our application. Additionally, 1"I
be here for any questions that the Commttee has.

Q BY MR ACKEN. M. Shin, please state your nane
and address for the record?

A (M5. SHHN) Al exandra Shin, 16745 South Pl aza

Way, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?
A (Ms. SHIN) SWCA Environnental Consultants, and
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|'ma | ead project manager.

Q Pl ease provide the Commttee wth sone
i nformati on regardi ng your educati onal and professi onal
backgr ound.

A (M. SHN | have a master's in applied science
in environnental policy and managenent fromthe
Uni versity of Denver. And a bachelor's of science in
political science fromNorthern Arizona University. |'ve
wor ked as an environnental planner and project nanager
for over 10 years for both state governnent and private
consul ti ng.

| ' ve been enpl oyed by SWCA for over six of those
years. SWCA is a nationw de environnental consulting
firm and we prepared the CEC application and exhibits
under the applicant's supervision and review.

Q And what topics are you covering?

A (M. SHN | will provide testinony on the CEC
application and exhibits and environnmental conpatibility
for the topics of | and use, cultural resources, visual
resources, and sound and interference. M. Gaber wll
provi de testinony regardi ng biol ogical resources.

Q Thank you.

So, M. Gaber, state your nane and address for
t he record.
A (MR GRABER) My nane is Allen Graber, 1645
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South Pl aza Way, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Q And descri be your professional and educati onal
backgr ound.

A (MR GRABER) So | hold a degree from
St. Lawrence University in biology. | have 25 years of
experience as a wldlife ecologist, working for different
private and public entities, 15 of those years have been

wor king with SWCA as a project nanager and wildlife

ecologist. | primarily focus on renewabl e energy
pr oj ects.

For this -- for this project, I"'mthe |ead
ecol ogi st, and, as Alex nentioned, will be providing

testi nony on bi ol ogi cal resources.

Q Thanks.

So we're going to start off with a description
of the applicant, West Canp Wnd Farm and its parent AES.

M. Unrein, can you describe the applicant for
the Commttee?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes. So West Canp Wnd Farm LLC,
iIs an indirectly owned subsidiary of the AES Corporation.
The AES Corporation is a United States-based publicly
traded energy conpany. Wthin the AES Corporation, the
publicly traded conpany, there's AES O ean Energy. And
that's who is here before you today. W are the United
St at es- based renewabl e energy business unit of the AES
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Cor poration. W devel op, own, and operate solar, w nd,
and energy storage projects across the country.

And, again, sonething nomnally unique to our
proj ect conpared to other applicants is that we are an
owner and operator of our assets. W're not a devel oper
that builds projects and sells themoff. And on this map
in particular, that shows all of the green states and
stars on green states, those are, again, wnd farns that
we own and operate.

So we operate wind farns from coast to coast,
California to New York, in various states in between, and
then the two blue states being M ssissippi and Arizona,
those are two wind farnms being built as we speak. And
again, we -- | think our counsel, M. Acken, has
mentioned that we're currently building the
Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farmin Coconi no and Navaj o counti es,
Ari zona.

CHWN. KATZ: And, again, just for the record, so
there's no confusion, you said AES and not APS, correct?

MR UNREI N  Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: | just want to make sure our
reporter caught that, and I won't ask that again.

Go ahead, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. It will nmake for a fun record.

Q BY MR ACKEN. Follow ng up on your response
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regardi ng Chevelon-Butte, I'd |like you to tal k about
AES s presence in Arizona as a whole, not just Chevel on,
but are there other projects that you have and your --
your community partnerships?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes. W're pleased to be back
before this Commttee today because Arizona, in
particular, is a very critical and very key market to
AES. The map on the right side of the screen shows the
state of Arizona, and sonme of our operating projects. So
we own and operate hundreds of negawatts of solar down in
Pi nal County. W own and operate energy storage
facilities in the Phoenix netropolitan area. And, as
previously nmentioned, we're building the Chevel on-Butte
Wnd Farmthat was before this Commttee in 2019.

And, in addition to those projects being built
and currently operating, we have gigawatts of future
solar, w nd, and energy storage projects planned on
private, public, and tribal lands in the state of
Arizona, sone of which are shown on the screen.

And, | believe, yeah, this next set of slides
here, just -- just continuing on how Arizona's a --
again, a very core market for AES, we take community
part nershi ps very seriously, and we engagi hg -- we engage
in these partnerships early in the devel opment process.
So that when we -- when we nove to build and operate a
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w nd farm and be present locally for decades, we're not a
new face, unknown entity.

But some of our -- sone of our partnerships --
part nershi ps, specifically up north, again, there's nmany
partnershi ps other parts of the state, but up north the
Nort hl and Pi oneer College in Navajo County, the WII ow
Bend Environnmental Education Center here in Flagstaff,
different tribal initiatives and initiatives with
menber shi ps with chanbers of commerce.

And, again, this is just illustrative of
Northern Arizona. And because we're a long-term
owner - operator, and we're not new to Arizona, we're proud
of these partnerships that we've establi shed.

Q M. Gardner, describe the non-jurisdictiona
w nd farm associated with the gen-tie project before the
Comm ttee.

A (MR GARDNER) So the overall wind farmhere is
a maxi mum 500 negawatt generation capacity wnd farm
entirely Navajo County. |It's approximately 10 m |l es
south of Joseph Cty, on about 52,500 acres total of
property; 45,000 of which is owned by Aztec Land and
Cattl e Conpany, a private entity. The project -- the
wind farmproject will consist of up to 104 w nd
tur bi nes, 34.5-kV underground collection |ines, battery
storage facilities, and access roads.
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As M. Acken nentioned, this project did receive
unani nous approval for a Special Use Permt fromthe
Navaj o County Board of Supervisors last nonth. As far as
schedul e goes, we're | ooking at and worki ng actively
towards a 2025 commerci al operations date. That woul d
facilitate construction in |ate 2023 and 2024. | do want
to nention while, you know, 52,000 acres is a very |arge
pi ece of property, the nature of wnd energy is that the
actual permanent disturbance is nmuch snaller than that,
| ess than 3 percent.

So, you know, it's a large area, but a very
snmall area wll be permanently disturbed by the w nd
farm and the existing |land uses on this property wll
remain. So ranching, recreation, et cetera, wll still
be there after the wind farmis built.

Q BY MR ACKEN: Next, let's discuss the project

that's before the Commttee, just start off by describing

the area in which the gen-tie project wll be sited?

A (MR, GARDNER) Yeah, so M. Acken did, you know,
preface this a little bit, but I'll gointoit in a
little nore detail. So the wind farm full area, is in

bl ack here. The infrastructure siting area and the
gen-tie line, the corridor substation, are what we're
here today to di scuss and seek approval for.

So the infrastructure siting area here is shown
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in yellow, with the three substation sections and
switchyard section. And then the gen-tie line corridor,
the Cholla Substation is shown here in gray. Both of

t hese, as nentioned, are entirely located in -- within
private property.

Q Next, describe the facilities for which you're
requesti ng CEGCs.

A (MR GARDNER) So for the CECs, we're requesting
authority to build one new switching station, up to two
col l ector substations located in two of these three
sections, up to approximately 11 mles of 345-kV gen-tie
line, and up to approxinmately 25 mles of 500-kV gen-tie
l'ine, know ng that only one of these would ultimately be
built.

Q And we'll go into nore details about the why in
alittle bit, but just to confirm you are requesting

approval for both the 345- and 500-kV options, correct?

A (MR GARDNER) Yes, that is correct. And we
wll go into nore detail on that later on in testinony.
Q And is that due to your two active queue filing

positions wth APS?

A (MR GARDNER) Yes, sir. W currently have a
345-kV queue filing and a 500-kV queue filing, which are
active in APS s I nterconnection queue system

Q Before we tal k about the queue position filings,
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| want you to step back and describe the two
I nt erconnection options. So start with the 345-kV
i nterconnection option and describe the facilities
associated with it.

A (MR GARDNER) Yup. So our first queue filing
is @311, which is the 345-kV, 500 negawatt w nd, and 250

nmegawatt battery storage. As you'll see on the map on
the right, this entire option is |located within -- oh,
sorry, wong button -- located within the infrastructure

siting area shown here in yellow entirely on private
property.

So for this option, we would build up to two
col l ector substations in these three substation sections.
Fromthere, the 345-kV gen-tie |line would nove through
the infrastructure siting area up to the switchyard
section here, where a switchyard would be built. And the
poi nt of interconnection for this queue filing is the
345-kV exi sting Chol |l a-Mazarzal transm ssion |ine owned
by APS. So the 345-kV option interconnects here on-site
via a line tap and sw tchyard.

And that's shown here a little bit nore cl osely.
So our gen-tie line would cone in, a swtching station

would be built, and it would tie into the APS 345-kV |li ne

her e.
Q And the figure that is being shown on the right
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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now is | abeled as 31 fromthe hearing slides, marked as
WCW 3; is that correct?

A (MR GARDNER) That is correct.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | don't want to convolute this
any nore than it already is to ne. But where would the
500-kV |l ine conme into play?

MR GARDNER  Thank you for the question. And
"Il go over the 500-kV line in a second, so this is just
the 345-kV line that we're discussing right now And
then we can go into the 500-kV |Iine and where that woul d
be in the slides to cone right after this.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: All right. Thank you.

MR GARDNER: Yes, sir.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai rman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: I n your negotiations on these
options, are you planning to buy the |l and or just | ease
it?

MR GARDNER This land is all leased with the
private property owner. And it is currently -- we have
site control via | eases and easenents currently.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman?
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CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: Correct ne if |I'mwong, and
maybe M. Acken has the institutional know edge, but
Aztec Land and Cattle is the sane | andowner that AES
dealt with on the Chevelon-Butte; is that correct?

MR ACKEN: It is not correct.

MEMBER PALMER: It's not?

MR. ACKEN:. And | msspoke in the prefiling
conference, and that nmay have been where you saw t hat.
think it was Chaco famly for Chevel on.

MR UNREIN  Yeah, it's Chevelon-Butte Limted
Liability Partnership is the prinmary private property
owner for the Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farm

MR ACKEN: | do think that this Comm ttee has
seen other projects with land that is owned by Aztec,
such as Hashkni fe project.

MEMBER PALMER: That's the one |I'mthinking of.
Ckay, thank you.

Q BY MR ACKEN. M. Gardner, |I'd |like you to
address one of Menber Ginnell's questions about the
t hree substations. So why are you requesti ng approval
for three substations when you're only ultimtely going
to build two?

A (MR GARDNER) So that's to accommpdate for the

potential of nmultiple phases being built out for the
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project. So for a large wnd farmlike this, it's very
common for the full project to be built in tw phases.
So half the project would be built in one point and half
the project would be built in another. |If that were the
case and we were to build the turbines in the southern
part of the project here, we would build the first
col | ector substation down here in Section 9. And then
for the second phase, the project would be built -- the
turbi nes would be built in the northern section, and the
second coll ector substation would be built in this
substati on secti on.

So that woul d be the dual substation
possibility. |If only one -- if the whole project is
built in one phase, only the central collector substation
woul d be built.

Q And, next, |I'mgoing to have you describe the
500-KkV i nterconnection option to address Menber
Grinnell's question about that as well.

A (MR, GARDNER) Yeah, so first, I'lIl start by
saying that for both options, the substation |ayout is
the sane. So for the 500-kV option and 345-kV option, we
have the sane substation sections, and the sanme kind of
phasi ng that | descri bed woul d apply.

So here we have, you know, our infrastructure
siting area and our three substation sections. For the
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500- kV option, the sane coll ector substations woul d be
built and the 500-kV gen-tie line would extend north in
our infrastructure siting area, all on private property,
up to the gen-tie line corridor to Cholla Substation.

From there the 500-kV gen-tie |line would go
north, it would cross the existing three transm ssion
lines, where it would head northeast paralleling the
existing lines to the Cholla Substation.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: On the 345-kV line, are you
pi ggybacki ng on the existing kV lines fromthe project
area to the Cholla Substation or are you
create -- establishing a whole new set of infrastructure

power poles? It looks |like with the 500-kV line, it's

44

goi ng to be an independent line of the 345-kV, if it goes

that way. |If you go with the 345-kV line, are you goi ng
to piggyback on the existing kV lines that run fromthe
Choll a Substation or is all of this going to be new
infrastructure regardless if it's 345 or 5007?

MR UNREIN. |'d be happy to provide sone
clarity there. So the 345-kV option, you can see that
t hat existing 345-kV line that's com ng down di agonal ly

t hroughout our site, we would build a swtchyard there

and cut that line -- cut that line, double circuit into a
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swi tchyard, so we would be putting our electrons in the
switchyard which can flowin either direction AC -- it
could flow up toward the Cholla Substation, which
transmts electricity in many directions fromthat
substati on, or those electrons could travel to the

sout hwest. So 345-kV, our wind farmis breaking and
tapping into that line that runs through our site.

The 500 kV option, we would be building a
new -- new gen-tie line that parallels existing |lines
going into the Cholla Substation. So our electricity on
t he 500-kV option, our electrons would be going right
into that substation via new project transm ssion |ine
bei ng built.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: So, in essence, these would be
two parallel lines, one 345 and one 3500 -- or one |ine
for 500. So you basically would have two |ines capabl e
of transmtting power one way or the other?

MR UNREIN:. | would note that we are seeking
approval to build either/or option. W are not seeking
approval to build both options concurrently physically in
the field. W're requesting optionality, such that we
can make an inforned decision in the -- in the future of
whi ch one to build, and we will only build either/or.

CHWN. KATZ: M/ question is, are there going to
be just two lines built, not four, because that was a
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little confusing earlier?

MR, UNREIN:. That's -- that's correct, yeah.

CHWN. KATZ: And one of themto be, in whole or
in part, assigned to APS?

MR GARDNER So in either option, there's
actually only going to be one transm ssion line built.
So for the 500-kV option, one -- whoops, sorry, wong
button again -- one transm ssion line would be built, if
it's two substations, connecting the two substations, and
t hen going north to our gen-tie corridor, that |ine would
then go north and parallel the existing transm ssion
lines all the way to the APS-owned | and outside the
Chol | a Subst ati on.

For the 345-kV option, again, just one
transm ssion |line would be built, and we'll show this in
our flyover, the virtual tour, but so it could go -- you
know, if we built this collector substation and this one,
the line would go down to this collector substation and
then up to the swtchyard, where it would interconnect to
the line. So in either option, it's really just one --

CHWN. KATZ: One transm ssion |ine.

VR GARDNER: -- transmssion |line being built,
yes, Sir.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Don't you al ready have the one
345-kV line com ng out of the Cholla Substation down to
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t hat area?

MR GARDNER Yes, sir, we do. And there are
two 345-kV lines here. And that, for this 345
i nt erconnection option, is why we would build our gen-tie
line and interconnect it to those existing transm ssion
l'i nes.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: But if you went wth the 500
and then you'd be connecting and then building, there
woul d already be a 345 line and you would be building a
new 500-kV |ine, correct?

MR GARDNER That is correct, yes, sir.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Chai r man?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, go ahead. And I'Ill be
occasional ly standing, as ny doctor recommended, so don't
think 1" m wal ki ng out on you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Let ne see if | got this
straight. This hearing is going to be over in a few
days, and we're going to have voted on whether or not to
give you that option to build the two. But we're never
going to know during this hearing which one you're going
to select. So |I'd want sonme nore col or on that about
what factors you're considering to nmake these choi ces.

MR, GARDNER Yes, sir. |1'd be happy to go into
that now. So, |ike we discussed, we have two active
queue filings currently wwth APS, Q 311, which is the
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345-kV option, and Q 351, which is the 500-kV option.
Bot h of these queue filings are in the study process
currently, which we'll go into in nore detail |ater on,
but each of those two interconnection options will have

net wor kK upgrades associated with themthat we don't know

at the current nonent. So down the road we wll know
nor e about how nuch each of these options wll cost, and
if -- if -- which optionis nore feasible for us as a

conpany building it.
Addi tional ly, the 345-kV and the 500-kV options
provide deliverability to different custonmers. And so
t he 345-kV and the 500-kV transm ssi on system provides --
you know, the electrons can flowto different areas to
di fferent custoners, and so right now we do not know who
that custoner will be or where that custoner wll be.
And so we can't make a decision on the 345- or 500-kV
option w thout knowi ng our customer, which cones down the
road in the project.
MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So is APS going to be a party
tothis -- this procedure and have a vote, so to speak?
MR UNREIN. Let ne -- is the question will APS

make the deci sion of whether we proceed with 345-kV or

500- kV?
MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yes.
MR. UNREIN. Ckay, so --
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER HAENICHEN: O is it a coll aborative
t hi ng between the two?

MR UNREIN. W -- and |I'mwondering, Bert, if
we should just get into the interconnection study process
now? That kind of explains this. But, yeah, it's bound
by a FERC-regul ated nulti-year study process to ascertain
whi ch -- which position is nore favorable for us.

MR ACKEN. | do think -- | do think it would be
hel pful to take a step back and explain the APS
i nt erconnecti on study process. Because we have -- the
testinony is we have two queue position filings, one for
345, one for 500.

Q BY MR ACKEN. Wy do we have two? Wat's the
status? How would ultimte decisions be nade? Let's
answer those questions, but start off with what is the
APS i nt erconnection study process?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Acken, if | nmay, before
you get to that question, I'd like to step back to the
ot her gentlenman's comments about knowi ng who his
custoners are going to be, and where they're going to be.
| woul d i magi ne you' re devel oping a project of this
magni t ude, you woul d have a pretty good sense of who your
custoners are and what kind of power is going to be
required to service those custoners; would | be correct
in that assessnent?
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MR UNREIN. So let ne -- let ne clarify that.
Wen M. Grdner said "custoners" naybe a better term
woul d be "end users"” of this electricity. So we're a
whol esal e power -- we're a whol esal e power provider, in
that we're going to provide energy to one custoner and
t he actual needs of -- the actual needs of where the
el ectrons are needed could be different in the future.
So the 345-kV interconnection, that flows to different
areas on Arizona's transm ssion grid than the 500-kV
option. And in today's dynam c energy market, there's
different needs at these different interconnection
voltages within Northern Arizona's grid.

So different interconnection voltages go to
di fferent places, and we don't know ri ght now
which -- which areas on the transm ssion grid and which
i nterconnection voltage is needed and what's going to be
nost advant ageous.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: But you're not building this
w t hout your research being devel oped about who you're
goi ng to whol esal e your power to, your electrons to, and
who their potential custoners are down the road. | nean,
apparently this conpany is well-established, so they've
done their homework. So | guess what |I'mgetting to is
i f you have a 500- power kV line, and then you don't need
all that power, you could use step-down transforners; am
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| correct? In lieu of trying to run -- because the nore
we tal k about 345 and 500, dual ownership, splitting
this, you know, the pie gets a little bit who is eating
what piece. And I'mjust -- I"'mnot trying to be a

hard -- I"'mjust really trying to keep this as |ogical as
| can, because to ne there's alnost, it's a duplication
of request wthout -- if you don't know t he outcone of
where you plan on going, | would be wondering if there's
enough research been done to establish this need in the
first place.

MR UNREIN. So if I could, one sinple way that

to maybe think of the ownership, | know that that's not
the -- not the primary uncertainty that we need to dive
in on here, but with respect to the -- to the ultinmate

ownership and the way the CECs are being split, naybe an
easy way to think about it is CEGC1 is AES. So that
first CEC we're going to choose one voltage or the other,
and that is AES. CEC-2, that's APS. Again, either/or,
but that's APS. So naybe with the ownership that -- that
-- that's been in ny mnd lately CEC 1, AES; CEC 2, APS.
Again, with respect to choosi ng which
i nt erconnection vol tage, because Northern Arizona is a
critical market for AES, and because we've been
devel opi ng renewabl e energy projects in this state for
many years, we, years ago, filed -- strategically filed
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different interconnections at the Cholla Substati on,
because those different voltages go to different places
and have the ability to serve different custoner needs.

So this is -- this is unusual that one wind farm
has two different interconnection positions. That is,
agai n, because this is not a new market for us and this
isn't our first wind farmin the state, so we nade those
deci sions years ago to be in a position to neet the
deliverability needs of custoners in Northern Arizona.

And maybe, Bert, should we talk -- talk about
t he study process?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Unrein -- did | say that
ri ght?

MR UNREI N:  Yup.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: How nuch of this power is
going to be sold to out-of-state whol esal ers or
retailers, if you will? O how nmuch -- you're going to
sell it to APS, or maybe Uni Source, or one of these other
utilities, how nuch is going to be going outside of
Ari zona?

MR UNREIN. So the commercial aspects of our
project are due to the -- due to the stage of
devel opnent. We do not have signed comercial and signed
of f-take agreenents for this wwind farm And if we did,
that is confidential information that we wouldn't be able
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to disclose in a public forum But we -- we cannot

provide that infornmation, nor do we have the information.
What we can say is that our point of

i nterconnection -- both point of interconnections that

the -- the CEC is seeking approval for, is -- has Arizona

Public Service as the transm ssion owner, so both points

of interconnection go to Arizona Public Service --

Q BY MR ACKEN. Can you speak --
MR UNREIN. -- who is an Arizona utility
conpany.
Q BY MR ACKEN: Can you speak to who is your

custoner for Chevel on-Butte?

A (MR UNREIN) Qur custoner for the
Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farmis a utility conmpany wthin
Ari zona.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai rman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Maybe this is an
oversinmplification, but if you only had the option to use
t he 500-volt, 500, 000-volt line, couldn't that serve as a
300, 000-volt line as well?

MR UNREIN. Unfortunately, no. Qur
substations -- so when we go through this multi-year
I nterconnection study process wth APS, we build our
substations for one voltage and we have to choose one
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vol t age because, again, the lines go to different places
wthin APS s substations. And you can't -- it's just
technol ogically not practicable for us to -- we can't
step down the voltage and send 345 to APS' s 500-kV line.
That's just not possible, froman el ectrical engineering
perspective, and it's not feasible to build two different
proj ect substations that you can toggle between two
different voltages to two different points of
i nterconnection. | haven't seen that done in ny career
and | don't -- | don't think that woul d be possi bl e.

MEMBER HAENICHEN: So it's not really
I npossi bl e, because the |ines thenselves, but there's
ancillary equi pnent that has to nerge with those |ines,
ri ght?

MR UNREIN: | really think one of the limting
factors with trying to have a dual voltage
i nt erconnecti on woul d, again, be that interconnection
study process. | nean, we go through a nulti-year study
process per FERC tariffs and rules to ensure the safety
and reliability of -- of the grid system And you can't
go through that study process with nultiple voltages in
t he sane request.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Wy not ?

MR UNREIN: | would need to defer to APS
potentially as to, you know, conpliance details of --
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MR. ACKEN. | believe | can speak to that froma
| egal standpoint, that the interconnection process
follows federal FERC requirenents. And so those
procedur es about what interconnection voltage, how you
i nterconnect, and what you can request and where is all
set forth by federal rules.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Ckay.

Q BY MR ACKEN:. So | do think it would be
hel pful, because there is a | ot of questions about the
i nt erconnecti on process and the studies, to spend a
little bit of time explaining what that interconnection
study process is that you' re engaged in wth APS?

A (MR UNREIN) So in summary, the interconnection
study process for |arge generator interconnection
requests is a nmulti-year technical and engi neering
eval uation, nulti-year, multi-phase technical study wth
the transm ssion owner, which in this case is APS. So
| ong-term study that, again, identifies what, if any,
net wor k upgrades and ot her physical inprovenents are
needed to maintain the safe and reliable operation of the
transm ssion system Again, under federal FERC
jurisdiction, these -- these -- these multi-year studies
foll ow federal FERC jurisdictions and tariffs and rul es.

Q And where are you at in the study process for
the 345- and the 500-kV interconnection requests?
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A (MR UNREIN) Sure. One quick thing I left out
iIs entering into this study process, and then I'll tell
you where we are at, is that APS s study process is a
cluster queue system whereby you can submt requests two
times per year, and those are studied in aggregate
on -- on a cluster basis, instead of on a serial
I ndi vidual basis. So this is comon for utilities, they
don't study these requests individually, you aggregate
bi annual Iy these requests and you study themin bl ocks.
So the 345-kV queue position we entered -- we entered
into the fall 2019 APS i nterconnecti on queue, and we
recei ved our System | npact Study this past summer in
May 2022.

The 500- kV queue position was filed in the fall
of 2020 interconnection cluster and the System | npact
Study for the 500-kV position is expected in the near
future. So, again, when we go back to AES naking, you
know, these strategic early-stage decisions, these --

t hese requests were nmade years ago.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. But after you conpl ete
all this and conme to some concl usi on and sel ect one of
those two options, is it possible that APS can weigh in
and say no?

MR UNREIN: Yeah, so -- so we described what
the process is, where we're at. And, Bert, | think was
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t he next question were we going to tal k about --
Q BY MR ACKEN. Let's skip ahead and answer --

want to focus on the question that's been asked --

A (MR UNREIN) Yeah.
Q -- which is a good one, which is what rol e does
APS have in your -- in your connection request? And |

think you testified that APS conducts the studies. And I
think you testified that you have conpl eted the System

| npact Study. You have received the conpleted System

| npact Study for the 345. You're awaiting it for the
500. Am | correct that there are additional studies that
nust yet be conpleted, which include, | believe, a
feasibility study and then a | arge generator

I nt erconnecti on agreenent?

A (MR UNREIN) Yeah, so going forward beyond the
system i npact studies, the 345-kV queue position, so it
has its SystemlInpact Study and it's in currently what's
in -- what is called the Facilities Study, so System
| npact Study, then you nove to a Facilities Study. The
345-kV queue position in that vintage of interconnection
requests, it studied 4 gigawatts of requested power

generation --

Q M. Unrein, let's focus on the Feasibility
Study - -

A (MR UNREIN kay.
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Q -- and then the next step, because there's
multiple steps that we have to get through
A (MR UNREIN) So the facilities study -- so the

System I npact Study identifies broad network upgrades
t hat woul d be required, based on the interconnection
request. The Facilities Study goes into further detail
and anal yzes the engi neering schedul e and financi al
responsibilities for all those network upgrades that are
needed to be conpleted to maintain safe and reliable grid
operation, per FERC rul es.

So System I npact Study, nore detailed Facilities
Study, and then where it ends is a Large Cenerator
| nt erconnecti on Agreenent, which is a |legally binding
contract between us, the applicant, Wst Canp Wnd Farm
LLC, and the transm ssion owner, which in this case is
APS. And that's a legally binding contract that
stipul ates each party's responsibilities to conpleting
t hose network upgrades that are required for the safe and
reliable operation of the grid.

So years of studies, then binding I egal
contract, all again, to identify what upgrades are needed

to maintain the reliability of the grid.

Q And so APS's role is to identify the additional
upgrades that will be required; is that correct?

A. (MR, UNREIN) Yes.
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Q Under either option?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes. And that is their primary --
they study all of the inpacts to their system and APS
identifies what -- what infrastructure would -- would
requi re upgrades to facilitate those el ectrons com ng
onto their system

Q And APS wll not enter into a |l arge
generation -- Generator Interconnection Agreenent w thout
assurance that the applicant or the interconnector would
address all of the necessary upgrades to ensure the
reliability and safety of the grid; is that correct?

A (MR UNREIN) That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Wat | would |ike to suggest is
maybe we'll take our 15-m nute break now, get ourself
back on track. And | have sonething | needed to share
with you very briefly. But it's about just past 2:30.
We' Il begin about 2:40 -- between 2:45 and 2: 50.

(Recessed from2:32 p.m until 2:49 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: Sorry for the |onger delay, but
we're only a couple mnutes past. And you feel free
ri ght now, M. Acken, to pick back up where you |left off.
And hopefully we can get the 345- versus 500-kV issue
behi nd us, and we can nove on to the environnental
studies that were done in this nmatter.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. And we
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appreciate the Conmttee's questions and active
engagenent. And we realize that this is a bit of a

uni que request, and so, you know, we want -- it's

i mportant to the applicant to obtain approval for both
t he 345 and the 500 i nterconnection request. And so we
w il spend -- answer any question the Conmttee m ght
have in order to give the Commttee confort as to the
request at issue.

Q BY MR ACKEN: So we've tal ked about the System
| npact Studies, Feasibility Studies, and ultimately the
i nterconnection agreenent with APS. | want to take it
back to the original question that Menber Haeni chen
asked, which is why. Wy are you asking for approval for
bot h a 345-kV and a 500-kV interconnection?

A (MR UNREIN) W' re seeking approval for a CEC
t hat provides that optionality, so that we can provide
our wi nd energy where it is needed on Northern Arizona's
current transm ssion grid in the comng years when --
when our wind farmis built.

Q And wll you confirmthat, ultinmately, you wl|
only build one or the other, but not both?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes.

Q Thank you.

M. Gardner, you know there's anot her noving
part in this proceeding, which is not atypical, which is
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the request for nultiple CECs. This Conmttee has seen
the request and authorized multiple CECs in the Hashknife
case, which | believe was case 187; Serrano, 186; and
Atlas, 202, I"'msure there are others too. Those are the
ones I'mfamliar wth.

Wiy are you requesting two CECs in this
pr oceedi ng?

A (MR GARDNER) W are requesting two CECs at the
recommendat i on and gui dance of APS, who will own the
switchyard and sone of the project infrastructure under
CEC- 2.

Q And describe the facilities which each CEC w | |
cover? And | think using the figures, and if you could
identify for the record, you know, when you're | ooking at
a figure the page nunber, | think, would be hel pful for
t hose of us that are visual thinkers to understand which
CEC i s going to cover what.

A (MR GARDNER) Sure. So | think that M. Unrein
described it best earlier. CEC1l is going to be al
project infrastructure that is ultimtely owned by the
applicant, AES. CEC-2 is all project infrastructure that
will be ultimately owned by APS. So what that neans
tangibly is that for the 345-kV interconnecti on option,
as you can see on slide 43 of the hearing, it notes, iIn
the swtchyard section, APS will own the sw tching
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station and the transm ssion |line com ng out of the
swtching station up to the first pole structure. And
we'll show this in our -- in our visual tour. It wll be
a lot easier to kind of see there for the visual thinkers
and | earners.

So AES, applicant, wll own -- sorry, wong
button -- will own the line comng in. APS will own the
swtching station and the line tap on the 345-kV |i ne.
And that will be covered under CEC- 2.

For the 500-KkV option, APS will own the
infrastructure, which is inside of this APS-controll ed
access area, outside to the first transm ssion pole

structure, simlar to the swtching station.

Applicant -- and that is covered under CEC-2 -- the
applicant will own all other project infrastructure up to
t hat poi nt.

Q And then the figure that is shown on slide 44,
that reflects the area that will be covered by CEC-1; is

that correct?
A (MR GARDNER) Yes, that is correct.
CHWN. KATZ: Wuld you show that on the map?
MR GARDNER So -- yes, sir. So CEG-1 will be
all of the project infrastructure inside of the
infrastructure siting area into the swtching station
And the gen-tie line corridor, all the way up to the
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Cholla Substation. And then CEG-2 will just be right at

the point of interconnections for both.

Q BY MR ACKEN:. M. Unrein, describe the typical
tower structures that will be used for the gen-ties?
A (MR UNREIN) For the 345-kV option shown on the

screen to the right, these would be typical steel
nonopol es with a nmaxi num hei ght of 195 feet. For the
500- kV i nterconnection option, the transm ssion
structures woul d consi st of dual poles with bracing in

bet ween at the same nmaxi num hei ght as the 345-kV option.

And additional structured -- structured details can be
found in Exhibit G of -- of our CEC application.
Q Next describe the on-site project collector

subst ati ons.

A (MR UNREIN) So the primary function of our
on-site collector substation is to step the vol tage up
from34.5-kV to the interconnection voltage of either
345- or 500-kV. So the energy that cones out of our w nd
turbines is 34.5. That energy will enter bus work in the
substation prior to being routed into our nain power
transforner, and the substation also includes a w de
range of typical switches and breakers and netering
devices to allow for isolation and control of the w nd
energy com ng out of our project.

Q And w Il the substations be conceptually
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simlar, whether it's 345- or 500-kV voltage?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes. And in the circunstance with
t hese coll ector substations, the primary difference is
the rating of your main power transformer, otherw se,
nost of the bal ance of plant ancillary infrastructure is
very simlar.

CHWN. KATZ: 500, what was the substation that
it connects to up north?

MR UNREIN: The Cholla -- the Cholla
Subst ati on.

CHWN. KATZ: That's what | wote down. | wanted
to make sure we were speaking the sane | anguage.

Go ahead.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

Q BY MR ACKEN: Next I'd like you to describe the
345-kV switchyard that would be constructed if the 345-kV
option is elected.

A (MR UNREIN) Sure. So the swtchyard, its
fundanental purpose is -- is simlar to that of a
substation, except that it does not change the voltage of
the electricity. So it's -- it's to allow-- it has
vari ous breakers and netering and switches and el ectronic
controls, so it, again, allows isolation and control
of -- of the electrons. And this is the infrastructure
that physically would tie into APS' s existing |ine, and
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it wuld -- it gives them operational control of these
el ectrons.

Q So next we're going to present the virtual
tours. Before we do, M. Gardner, 1'd like you to orient
the commttee to the conceptual gen-tie options that wll
be shown in the tour, starting with the 345-kV option.

A (MR GARDNER) So on the right screen on slide
53, you can see the 345-kV option. Again, this option is
conceptual. It is sited entirely on private property
within our greater wind farmarea and infrastructure
siting area. So for both of these tours we're going to
be | ooking at a dual substation |ayout. So for here,
there will be one collector substation in this section,
one collector substation in this section. And then the
345-kV gen-tie |line, which extends fromthose substations
and eventually to the switching station, tied into the
exi sting APS transm ssion |ine.

So we'll be seeing -- showng this virtual tour
on the left, and you can see on the right the map of
where it's going, and 1'll be describing that as well.

(Virtual tour video played.)

A (MR GARDNER) So here we're zoomng in on our
infrastructure siting area. Here you'll see that first
col l ector substation in this section, 32. W'I|l zoomin.

And this is simlar to what M. Unrein just described or
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the sane as what M. Unrein just described.

So this 345-kV line wll cone out of the
col | ector substation and head south to the second
col l ector substation. These are those steel nobnopol es
that M. Unrein described. As you can see, the | andscape
here is very sparsely vegetated, fairly barren | andscape.
So here's that second coll ector substation. W'Ill go in
and take a closer look. This is identical to the first
col |l ector substation. Again, this would be for a
mul ti-phase build-out of the project that | discussed
earlier. You can also see the wind farminfrastructure
and turbines that woul d be present.

Here, we'll continue along the 345-kV gen-tie
| ine, heading north to the switchyard section, where it
will eventually tie into the grid. So now we're headi ng
along the western part of the infrastructure siting area.
Here you can see the three existing APS-owned
transm ssion |ines where we wll cross. And then here
you can see the point of change of ownership, which we
di scussed, so blue would be CEC- 1, pink would be CEC 2.
And then this is the switching station which ties into
t he existing 345-kV Chol | a- Mazarzal transm ssion |ine.

Q And next, 1'd like you to do the sane for the
500-kV option, first orient and then present the tour.
A (MR GARDNER) So, again, this is the 500-kV
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option. This would utilize the sanme collection
substation | ayout that the previous virtual tour shown --
showed. So the first collector substati on would be in

t he southern section; the 500-kV gen-tie |line would then
cone to the second col |l ector substation, would extend
north through the infracture siting area into the gen-tie
line corridor to Cholla Substation, all on private
property. And then here, it would change ownershi p goi ng
into Cholla. And that's where CEC-2 wll begin. So
we'll see that on the virtual tour here.

So, again, we're zoomng in on the first
col l ector substation in the southernnost substation
section. Like M. Unrein said, fromthis perspective,

t he substations would | ook al nost identical between the
345- and the 500-kV option. Here we'll start heading
north. These are those structures that M. Unrein
described. So this is the 500-kV gen-tie |ine, heading
north to the second coll ector substation through our
infrastructure siting area on private property.

CHWN. KATZ: And, again, this is the sane route,
begi nning of the route as we were doing before, correct?

MR, GARDNER Yes, sir. The line would be in
t he same area.

Here, the 500-kV line wll begin heading north
out of our infrastructure siting area to the gen-tie |line
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corridor to Cholla Substation. As you can see, and you
wll see, the land gets nore barren and nore sparsely
veget ated as you head north.

So here we're exiting our infrastructure siting
area. We would pass the three existing transm ssion
lines. And now we'll be paralleling those transm ssion
lines with our 500-kV transm ssion line in the 150-f oot
w de transm ssion easenent, which we have secured wth
the private property owner. So we'll stay in that
transm ssi on easenent headi ng north.

Agai n, the POCO, or point of change of
ownership, here, wll be shown where it goes from green
to pink outside of the APS control area, so this would be
CEC-2; the green is CEC 1

Q BY MR ACKEN: What is the corridor for the
right-of-way -- or maybe it isn't a corridor, what is the
ri ght-of-way which you are requesting for the 500-kV line
once it leaves the infrastructure siting area?

A (MR GARDNER) So the gen-tie line corridor to
the Cholla Substation, as is shown in the | egend over
here, that is alnbost entirely a 150-foot w de
transm ssi on easenent, which we have secured with a
single private property ower. So 150 feet w de outside
of the infrastructure siting area heading north up until
t he APS-owned | and out side of the Cholla Substation.
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Q And so you are able to make that request right
away, quite narrow, because you already have acquired the
land rights that you need for that transm ssion |ine?

A (MR GARDNER) Yes, we have the land rights

secured for the entire project at this point.

Q And, again, that's entirely on privately owned
| and?

A (MR GARDNER) That is correct.

Q Next we're going to shift to the benefits

associated with the project, the gen-tie, and then the
wind project as well. Let's start off by describing the
benefits of the project's |ocation.

A (MR GARDNER) So | do want to start off by
saying that a |l ot of these benefits stemfromthe w nd
farm which we got approval for from Navaj o County.
However, this wind farmand these benefits woul d not be
possi bl e wi thout the gen-tie interconnecting to the
greater grid.

So, as we nentioned earlier, this project is in
an incredibly renpte area. It would utilize existing APS
transm ssion infrastructure which APS rate payers have
already paid for. It would allow for the existing uses,
li ke cattle on this ranch, to continue and it would
provide clean, reliable energy to Arizona and diversify
the energy resources in Arizona w thout having a
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significant inpact on the surroundi ng area.

Q What are the econom c benefits associated with
t he project?

A (MR GARDNER) So, you know, the nunbers on
slide 60 on the left side, those job nunbers stem
directly fromthe Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farm which we are
constructing just down the road fromthis project that
we're seeking approval for. This is a foundation for a
turbi ne, and, you know, these projects bring significant
job inpacts to the areas, so 400 -- over 400 on-site
construction jobs during construction, between 20 and 30

|l ong-termlocal jobs in Navajo County for the life of the

pr oj ect .

Additionally, we're | ooking at an approxi nate
$1 billion capital investnment in this area which would,
you know, allow for approximately $46 mllion in property

taxes to be paid in the county over the 30-year life of
the project. Additionally, significant annual workers'
sal ary paynents for those people that are |iving out
here. So, you know, nassive job creation, massive
econom ¢ benefits for Navajo County.

Q We're now going to turn to the testinony on
envi ronnental conpatibility. For this discussion we're
going to start wwth Ms. Shin, who has patiently awaiting
her opportunity. |If you would, please provide an
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overvi ew of your environnental resource analysis.

A (Ms. SHIN) W conducted an environnent al
anal ysis for several resources, this includes
jurisdiction, |land use, and recreation, which is
contained in the application Exhibits A, F, and H
bi ol ogi cal resources, which are in application Exhibits
B, C, and D; cultural and visual resources, which are in
Exhibit E and sound and interference, which is in
Exhibit 1.

Qur overall approach to analysis was to identify

t he potential resources located within the gen-tie
project area and to evaluate effects to those resources
fromeither the 345- or the 500-kV interconnection
option. By gen-tie project area, | nean the
infrastructure siting area and the gen-tie line corridor
to Cholla Substation that's been previously descri bed.
To identify resources and conduct our analysis, we did
desktop reviews, as well as field reconnai ssance. W
al so drew on studies that were conpleted for the | arger
wnd farmsite. And the resource effects that we'l|l
di scuss today are in consideration of both the 345-kV and
t he 500-KkV i nterconnecti on.

Q Let's start with jurisdiction and | and use and
descri be your analysis for the Commttee.

A (Ms. SHIN) To evaluate | and use, we first
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| ooked at the current |and uses and | and activities in
the gen-tie project area and on the surroundi ng | ands.

W | ooked at | and ownership and jurisdiction, as well as
t he zoni ng designations and the | ocal plans and policies.

To identify other planned devel opment w thin
five mles of the gen-tie project, we conducted an online
search, as well as sendi ng agency outreach letters to the
Navaj o County Pl anni ng and Zoni ng Departnent, the Arizona
State Land Departnent, Arizona Gane & Fi sh Departnent,
and the Bureau of Land Managenent Safford Field Ofice.

Q What | and uses did you identify surroundi ng the
gen-tie project?

A (Ms. SHIN) The gen-tie project is |ocated
entirely on private |lands in Navajo County. The
predom nant | and uses in the gen-tie project area and
surrounding lands is cattle ranching and el ectri cal
transm ssion facilities. There are no designated public
recreation areas wthin the project; however, there is
sone public recreation and hunting access that occurs
t hrough the project area.

And the area surrounding the project is a
sparsely devel oped rural area, |I'mgoing to highlight on
the map, that is |ocated on slide 69, so on our
ri ght-hand screen here. W' ve tal ked several tinmes about
this, but I"'mjust going to run through it again. There
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are three existing high-voltage electrical transm ssion
lines that cross through the infrastructure siting area,
as well as parallel the gen-tie line corridor to Cholla
Subst ati on.

There are additional high-voltage transm ssion
lines that are | ocated east of the project area, as well
as up by the Cholla Substation. The Cholla Substation
and the Cholla Power Plant are |ocated near the northern
term nus of the gen-tie line corridor to Cholla
Substation. The unincorporated community of Joseph Cty
is |located approximately two and a half mles to the
nort hwest of the Cholla Substation.

There are sone residences or residential-type
structures that are located within one mle of the
project. Those residences are |ocated near the northern
term nus of the gen-tie line corridor to Cholla
Substation, as well as near the Cholla Substation. There
are al so additional residences that are located in the
rural Chevel on Canyon Ranch subdi vision, and that is
| ocated on the west side of the infrastructure siting
ar ea.

Regar di ng ot her pl anned devel opnents, there are
three other utility-scale renewabl e energy projects that
are proposed wthin five mles of the gen-tie project.
Additionally, as we've discussed before, the
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Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farmis under construction
approximately 15 mles to the west of this project.

Q What are your conclusions with respect to the
project's potential effects on surrounding | and uses?

A (M5. SHIN) The project would be conpatible with
exi sting |l and uses. There would be no change in
jurisdiction or |and ownership. The project would allow
the existing |and uses to continue. There would be sone
tenporary restrictions on public access and hunting
access through the project area during construction;
however, the project would all ow those uses to conti nue
into the future.

This project would al so be consistent with the
ot her planned utility-scal e devel opnent projects that are
| ocated within five mles. Regarding planning and
zoning, utility facilities like the gen-tie project are
permtted uses in the Navajo County zoning districts in
whi ch the project is located. And the utility facilities
are consistent wth the Navajo County | and use pl ans.

It's inmportant to note that the Navajo County
Board of Supervisors unani nously approved a Special Use
Permt for the wind project in Septenber of this year.

Q Next, we're going to turn to biol ogica
resour ces.

M. G aber, describe your eval uation.
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A (MR GRABER) Qur evaluation included a review
of -- sorry, I'mgoing to start over -- our eval uation
i ncluded a revi ew of special status species in special
areas that are |listed by federal and state environnental
review tools reports. That includes | ooking at the area
wthin three mles of the gen-tie and four mles of the
w nd proj ect.

We reviewed publicly avail abl e data sources
i ncludi ng, for exanple, inportant bird areas and wildlife
i nkages. We had nultiple discussions with Arizona Gane
& Fish and Fish and Wldlife Service that included data
sharing with those groups. W conducted a site
reconnai ssance visit, and over the course of conducting
preconstruction wldlife surveys for the wi nd project,
for two years, becane famliar with the project site, the
habitat features, and so forth.

Q Did you devel op any plans in coordination wth
Fish and Wldlife and Gane & Fi sh?

A (MR GRABER) So for the -- specific to the wind
project, which includes the infrastructure siting area,
we devel oped a wildlife survey plan that was in
conjunction, yes, with Fish and Wldlife Service and
Arizona Gane & Fish that highlighted the surveys that
were conducted for the past two years. Those surveys are
al so planned for next year. Those surveys include, for
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exanpl e, raptor nest surveys, avian use surveys, eagle
flight path mapping, and bat acoustic surveys. W also
conducted a desktop eval uation of Waters of the U S

Q As a result of all of the study work you' ve done
to date, what type of wildlife have you identified that
may be present in the study area?

A (MR, GRABER) Yeah, so generally speaking, the
wildlife that are present and that we woul d expect in the
future are characteristic of juniper savanna and
grassl and habitats, which are ubiquitous habitats for
Northern Arizona. The Little Colorado River will be
spanned at the northern extrene of the line to Choll a.
That river corridor is relatively sparsely vegetated, but
could be used as a nargi nal stop-over habitat for m grant
bi rds.

We determ ned that one federally |isted species,
Peebl es Navaj o cactus, and one federal candi date species,
Monarch butterfly, could be present on site. To give a
little bit nore flavor of those two species: So the
Peebl es Navajo cactus has a very limted range, from
Joseph City to Hol brook, essentially north of the
hi ghway, north of the gen-tie project. It requires
specialized soils. W determ ned that those soils aren't
present, based on the mapping that we're privy to, but
t hat species could occur, and there's plans to eval uate
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whet her or not that species is present.

Monarch butterfly has a nore extensive range of
bot h breedi ng and mi gration range in Northern Arizona.
That species can use or does use ml kweed as its | arval
host plant and other native flowering plants that could
be present within the project area.

As far as other special status species, we
provided a list in Exhibit C of the application. Those
i ncl ude, for exanple, Pinyon jay, both eagle species,
pronghorn, ferrugi nous hawk, and so forth.

Q M. Gardner, M. Gaber referenced the wildlife
study plans with Gane & Fish, but 1'd like you to
descri be your coordination efforts with fish and state
w | dlife agency.

A (MR GARDNER) Yeah, so, you know, we've had
ext ensi ve conversations with federal and state agencies
begi nning in January of 2021. Since then we've had an
I n-person neeting, nultiple video and phone conversati ons
with US. Fish and WIdlife Service, and Arizona Gane &
Fish. AG-D did provide a letter specific to our gen-tie
proj ect on reconmendations and mtigation neasures for
this project. W had a followup conversation with AGFD
to, you know, tal k about those mtigation neasures and
make sure that we were all on the sane page on those, and
we did that.
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So, you know, in addition to that, we are
pl anni ng over the next few years as engineering on this
proj ect progresses to continue that coordination and
conti nue working with those agencies to make sure that
this project, you know, follows all the rules and does
all the mtigation neasures necessary.

Yeah, that's about it.

Q Thank you.

M. G aber, describe the mtigation neasures,

that will be inplenented with respect to biol ogical
r esour ces.
A (MR GRABER) Yeah, the applicant wll be

foll ow ng avoi dance and m ni mi zati on records, based on
the recommendati ons that Arizona Gane & Fi sh provided.
Those include avian protection, Line Interaction

Comm ttee, avian design recommendations for reducing
el ectrocution and collision risk for birds.

And what that | ooks like for this project, so
where the line would cross the Little Col orado R ver,
there woul d be avian flight diverters on that line. In
addition, there would be appropriate separati on between
grounds and -- energi zed parts and grounds to accommopdat e
per chi ng eagl es.

Spanning the Little Col orado R ver and ot her
surface waters on-site, we'll provide the benefit of
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avoi ding the potential Waters of the U S. and wetl ands --
wetland wildlife species that could use those features.
Wth regard to -- to avoi ding Peebl es Navaj o cactus, the
applicant is commtted to identifying whether or not
appropriate soil types are present at that northern
extrene of the line. And if those soil types are
present, then conducting surveys to identify individuals
to informsiting.

Wth regard to the Monarch butterfly, the
applicants -- the applicant would avoid m | kweed and
other native flowering plants, to the extent possible.
Any di sturbance areas wll be re-vegetated wth native
pollinator friendly seed m xes, also to the extent
possible. In addition, the project would mnim ze the
i ntroduction and spread of noxi ous weeds. And | think
that's -- | think that's all | have.

Ch, sorry, wanted to renenber one nore thing.
So active nests would be avoided in conpliance wth the
Mgratory Bird Treaty Act and the Arizona Revi sed
St at ut es.

CHWN. KATZ: Just clarify for me, again, if you
woul d, | understand the Mnarch butterfly, what was the
ot her speci es of concern?

MR. GRABER: Yeah, so the Monarch butterfly is
famliar to a lot of us. The Peebles Navajo cactus is
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t he ot her one.

CHWN. KATZ: People of Navaj o cactus?

MR GRABER  Sorry, it's call ed Peebl es,
P-e-e-b-1-e-s, Peebles Navajo cactus. It's a very snal
cactus, hard to see, that only exists in very specialized
soil types, primarily northeast of the project site.

CHWN. KATZ: Thanks.

Q BY MR ACKEN. M. G aber, what are your
conclusions with respect -- with respect to the project's
potential effects on biol ogical resources?

A (MR GRABER) So the project will not inpact
areas of biological wealth. There would be m ni nal
I npacts to special status species, given the limted
project footprint, as well as the co-location wth
current infrastructure. And by inplenenting mnimzation
and avoi dance neasures that | previously nentioned, this
proj ect would be conpatible with the resource.

Q Ckay. Thank you

Ms. Shin, let's turn next to cul tural resources,
whi ch are described in Exhibit E to the application.
Descri be your eval uati on.

A (M5. SHHN) To evaluate cultural resources, an
archi val records search was conducted, and that | ooked at
previ ous pedestrian surveys and previously recorded
cultural resources wthin the gen-tie project area, as
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well as a one-mle buffer of the gen-tie project area.
That archival record search included searching online
dat abases, which includes the AZSI TE dat abase, and the
D gital Archaeol ogi cal Records database. And those both
house records fromthe Arizona State Museum as well as
ot her sources.
A review of the National Park Service's National

Regi ster of Hi storic Places database was al so conduct ed,
as well as | ooking at historical maps and aerial inmagery.
As a result of that archival research, we identified 89
historic sites, historic structures, and archaeol ogi cal
sites located wthin the gen-tie project area and the
one-mle buffer; 23 of those sites are |located wthin the
gen-tie project area. And just to provide a little
exanpl e of what those 23 sites are within the gen-tie
project area, it includes an historic transm ssion |ine,
which is APS' s 69-kV Cholla to Kings Canyon line. It
i ncludes an historic cattle grazing area, as well as
prehistoric Native Anerican habitation sites. And those
sites include sites consisting of features, which are
li kely canpsites, as well as sites consisting of
artifacts. And those artifacts include stone tool nmaki ng
debris, as well as ceram c fragnents.

Q Have you consulted with tribes that may have
interest in this area?
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A (Ms. SHIN) Yes, the applicant sent outreach
letters to eight tribes that may have an interest in the
area, in May of this year. W received one response to
t hat outreach, and that was fromthe Hopi tribe. And
t hey requested continued coordination on future cul tural
resource surveys in the project area.

Q And what about SHPO the Arizona State Hi storic
Preservation O fice, have you consulted with them as
wel | ?

A (M5. SHHN SHPO has been included on all of the
project mailings for this project. Additionally, they
were provided a copy of the application and exhibits for
their review. W received a response from SHPO to the
application. That response is included in WCW7 in the
suppl enental exhibits. Their response confirned that
there are no cultural resources within the areas of
direct or indirect effects of the project. And they also
recomrended that pedestrian surveys be conducted prior to
constructi on.

Q To that end and to the recomendati on, what
mtigation neasures will be inplenented to m nimze and
avoi d potential inpacts?

A (M. SHHN) Prior to construction, pedestrian
surveys woul d be conducted in areas of proposed ground
di sturbance and identified cultural resources would be
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avoi ded.

Q And what are your conclusions with respect to
the project's potential effects on cultural resources?

A (M. SHN Gven the planned avoi dance, there
woul d be no effects to cultural resources.

Q Thank you.

Next, descri be your analysis of visual
resour ces.

A (M5. SHHN) Qur analysis of visual resources
began with an identification of designated scenic areas
in the project area and five mles around the project.
By "designated scenic area" | nean national or state
par ks, scenic overlooks or wild and scenic rivers. W
then conducted a field visit to assess the characteristic
| andscape of the project area and surroundi ng | ands.

Two photorealistic simulations were conducted
for the project fromkey observation points or KOPs. W
t hen conducted a visual contrast effects analysis to
determ ne the effects on sensitive viewers. And the
sensitive viewers for our project would include
resi dences, recreationists, and travelers on area
r oadways.

Regardi ng the visual setting, we determ ned that
there are no designated scenic areas wthin the project
area or five mles surrounding the project. The
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| andscape is generally characterized by flat, open areas
w th m nor undul ations in topography. The area
surroundi ng the project is nostly undevel oped. Were it
is developed, it's been nodified by roads, ranching
infrastructure, the existing high-voltage transm ssion
lines that we've previously discussed, as well as the
Chol |l a Substation and the Cholla Power Pl ant.

Al so, as previously discussed, the area around
the project is sparsely popul ated. There are several
ranch buil dings and residential-type structures that are
| ocated within one mle of the gen-tie project, and
agai n, those residences are |located at the northern
termnus of the gen-tie line corridor to Cholla
Substation near the Cholla Substation, as well as west of
the infrastructure siting area in the rural Chevel on
Canyon Ranch subdi vi si on.

Q Next present the sinulations that you prepared
for the project.

A (Ms. SHHN) W prepared two visual sinulations
for the project, the first one that we're going to review
is from Cbed Road, and this sinulation is done from
approximately .9 mles south of the gen-tie |line corridor
to Cholla Substation, and | just want to orient you
really quick to where that KOP is |ocated. So on both
slides 84 and 85 there is a small inset nap that is
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| ocated on the |l eft-hand side of the screen, and the KOP
| ocation is identified by the red dot, and the view that
we are seeing in the photo is indicated by this gray
triangle that's shown in here.

So fromthis view we are facing north towards
the gen-tie line corridor to the Cholla Substation and
the KOP line is located al ong Obhed Road. And this view
represents the view that travel ers al ong Cbed Road woul d
have of the project. |In the existing conditions, which
are shown on slide 84 on the |eft-hand screen here, you
can see that we have the paved (bed Road; we have sone
cattle fencing; there is a comuni cation cell phone
tower; and there is also existing distribution |evel and
hi gh-voltage transm ssion facilities that are within
Vi ew.

So we'll now turn our attention to slide 85,
where we now have sinulated the gen-tie project. And in
this view we are now | ooki ng at the 500-kV gen-tie |line
option. And this is the Hfranme structures that we saw
in the flyover, so I'mgoing to go ahead and point to
where those structures are, because it can be a little
difficult to see. But there's a structure here, here,
and we're going to follow the structures are sinul ated
t hroughout the entirety of this view

The proposed project |ocation and dash |ine that
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you see at the top of the imge here, this just
represents that the project is sinulated within the
entire view. So the project is simulated fromthe
| eft-hand side all the way to the right-hand side. As
you can see in the sinmulation, the gen-tie project
creates weak contrast and is absorbed into the existing
| andscape fromthis view, and it's repeating a |ot of the
sane basic visual elenents that are already in view.

W'l now turn our attention to the second
simul ati on that was conducted, so this sinulation was
conducted on Siby Road, which is a private residenti al
road | ocated within the Chevel on Canyon Ranch
subdi vision. And, again, | want to orient you to the
inset map on both slides 86 and 87, where the red dot is
showi ng the KOP | ocation and the gray triangle is show ng
our field of view

Fromthis |location we're approxinmately .45-mle
west of the infrastructure siting area, and we are facing
east towards the project. In the existing condition
photo on slide 86, you'll see that we have an unpaved
road, as well as sone residential fencing in the
foreground. In the mddle ground and background, we are

seeing a nostly unnodified characteristic |andscape.

W'll now the turn our attention to the
simul ated condition, which is shown on slide 87. In this
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sinmul ati on we are now seeing the 345-kV i nterconnection
option. These are the nonopoles that we saw in the
flyover. Simlar to the previous simnmulation, again, we
have our proposed project |ocation dashed white |line
showi ng that our project is in viewfor the entire
screen. And, yeah, I"'mgoing to go ahead and show you
here where the nonopol es are, because they can be a bit
difficult to distinguish. But you can see those
nonopol es here. They are the ones w thout the turbine
bl ades on t hem

In this sinulated condition, you can see that
the gen-tie line is creating new visual elenents that are
not presently found in the existing condition. And wth
that we have a noderate-to-strong contrast. |It's also
i mportant to note, as you can see in the sinmulation, that
w nd turbines woul d be constructed in this view, and
t hose woul d further nodify the | andscape.

Q Present your conclusions regardi ng visua
resource potential effects.

A (Ms. SHIN) Overall, there would be m ni mal
visual effects fromthe project, because few people live
near or pass through the project area, and there is
exi sting infrastructure that's present in a significant
portion of the project. As dem -- as denonstrated
t hrough our sinul ations, where the viewer is |ooking at

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022 88

the existing transm ssion infrastructure, our project
creates weak contrast and repeats sone of the sane basic
visual elenents that are already in view. Were the
viewer is closer to the project and the existing
infrastructure is not in view, the project would have a
noder at e-t o- strong contrast.

Regarding views fromprimary travel routes for
travel ers on the area roadways including State Route 377,
State Route 99, and Interstate 40, the project would have
a weak contrast, and that's primarily due to distance
fromthe project intervening topography, as well as,
again, views of the existing infrastructure.

Q Next descri be the anal ysis you conducted for
sound and interference contained in Exhibit |I to the
appl i cation.

A (M5. SHHN) For sound and interference, we
consi dered the potential effects from constructi on and
operations of the project in context of the existing
conditions, as well as the |ocation of noise-sensitive
receptors.

As part of our evaluation, we neasured the
anmbi ent sound | evel of the project area, and that was
nmeasured at a |l evel 33.6 dBA or A-weighted decibels. And
that anbi ent sound level is representative of a quiet
rural environnent. W then conducted a qualitative
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anal ysis, using reference project that nodel ed sound for
345- and 500-kV transm ssion lines in simlar
environnents. And those reference projects nodel ed under
both fair weather and wet weather scenari os.

In preparing for this hearing, we identified an
error in the stated attenuation di stances that were
included in Exhibit | in the section "anticipated noi se
during operation.”™ A revised analysis for anticipated
noi se during operation is included in the suppl enental
exhibits, and that's nmarked as WCW 5.

Q What are the potential effects of the project on
anbi ent sound | evel s and conmuni cati on signal s?

A (M5. SHIN) During construction, the sound
| evel s fromthe project would be el evated above the
anbi ent sound level in the gen-tie project area and the
vicinity of the gen-tie project area. This is primarily
due to the use of standard construction equi pnent, as
well as helicopter use during line stringing at the
Little Col orado Ri ver crossing.

These construction el evated sound | evel s woul d
be short-term and tenporary, and they'd also be limted
to daylight hours. During operations, regarding
construction noise for the transmssion line, it's
estimated that the corona noise would attenuate or be
bel ow t he ambi ent sound | evel directly underneath the
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transmssion line in a fair weather scenario.

Under a wet weat her scenario, it's anticipated
t hat corona noi se would attenuate bel ow t he anbi ent sound
| evel , approxinately 820 feet fromthe transm ssion |ine.
It's inportant to note that during a wet weather
scenari o, the anbient sound | evels would al so be el evat ed
due to sounds that are associated wth wet weather, such
as w nd, rain, and thunder.

G ven that, it's anticipated that corona noi se,
under both fair weather and wet weather conditions, would
be either indistinguishable fromthe anbient sound | evels
or inaudible at the nearest noi se-sensitive receptors.

For operations noise associated wth the
substation and swtchyard facilities, the substation
| ocations that we previously described are nore than
three mles fromthe nearest noise-sensitive receptor.
The switchyard | ocation is nore than one and a half mles
fromthe nearest noise-sensitive receptor. At these
di stances, it's anticipated that operations noi se would
be i naudi ble at the nearest noi se-sensitive receptors.

Radi o or broadcast television interference is
not anticipated to result fromthis project. As
previously described, residences in the vicinity of the
project are also in close proximty to the three existing
hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |lines and an additive effect is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022 91

not anti ci pat ed.
Q Thank you.
Now, I'd like -- or I'd ask you to present your
overall conclusions with respect to the environnental

conpatibility of the gen-tie project.

A (Ms. SHIN) In ny professional opinion, the
project would be environnentally conpatible. It would
have a relatively snall disturbance footprint. Mich of

t he area has been inpacted by the existing ranching
activities. The project would allow for continued use of
the | and uses. The project would have no inpacts to
areas of biological wealth and mnimal inpacts to speci al
status species. The project would avoid known

archaeol ogical or historical sites of significance.

There woul d al so be m nimal visual and sound effects as
the area is sparsely popul ated, and there are existing
infrastructure within proximty to residences.

Q There's been a | ot of discussion today about the
two options -- interconnection options, the 345-kV option
and t he 500-kV option. And, of course, at the end of the
day, the Conmttee's job is to make a determ nati on based
on the environnental conpatibility of the project. So
|'"d ask you directly, if there is any difference with
respect to the environnental conpatibility of the 345-kV
I nt erconnection option, as conpared to the 500-kV

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022 92

I nt erconnecti on option?

A (M5. SHIN) There are no material differences in
t he environnmental conpatibility between the 345- and the
500-KkV i nterconnection options. And as | described at
t he begi nning of the environnental section here, we
evaluated the entirety of the gen-tie project area and
considered the effects of both interconnection options.

Bot h options would be conpatible with the
exi sting |l and uses and would utilize existing electrical
infrastructure. There's a negligible difference in
per manent di sturbance between the two options, and with
the i nmpl enentation of the mtigation and avoi dance
measures that we've described, there would be no materi al
differences in environnental effects.

Q Thank you.

W' re going to shift from environnenta
conpatibility to public outreach. And in so doing we're
goi ng to discuss public outreach that was conducted both
for the CEC proceeding, as well as the Special Use Permt
that was i ssued by Navaj o County.

M. Gardner, summarize the public outreach
efforts that were undertaken.

A (MR GARDNER) So as M. Acken stated, we
conduct ed extensive public outreach for both the gen-tie
project and the overall wnd farmproject. W published
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a project website in April of this year. That project
website contains inportant dates, applications, includes
a public comment submttal form where anyone can go on
and ask questions about the project or give comrents
about the project. That cones directly to ny e-nmail and
we respond to all of those.

In total, we sent out three informational and
invitational letters to all property owners within one
mle of the wind farmand the gen-tie project.
Additionally, we hosted three publicly noticed neeti ngs,
two in Hol brook and one in Joseph Gty, for menbers of
the community to come and give input and | earn about the
pr oj ect .

Q Ms. Shin, in addition to the public outreach
efforts, describe how the public was notified of the
proj ect .

A (M5. SHHN) The public was notified of the

93

project in several ways. As M. @Grdner described, three

public notification letters were nmailed to property
owners within one mle of the project, as well as to
| ocal, state, and federal agencies. Those public
notification letters included infornation about the
project, project updates, the link to the project
website, as well as the 1-800 phone nunber for the
project. It also included notification of the public
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neetings, as well as notification of hearing for these
proceedi ngs. The outreach letters also solicited public
conment .

In addition to mailings, several newspaper | egal
noti ces were al so conducted for the project. The public
nmeeti ngs were advertised in the Hol brook Tri bune.

Notices for these hearing proceedi ngs were adverti sed
twice in the Arizona Republic and additional |egal notice
was al so published in the Hol brook Tri bune.

Q Did you al so post signs in the vicinity of the
project as well?

A (Ms. SHIN) Yes. Notice of Hearing signs were
posted at four |ocations near the gen-tie project on
Septenber 9th. The notice |ocations are shown on slide
101 on the figure that's on the right-hand side of the
screen, and those are identified by the star |ocations,
which | amshowing with ny pointer here. Those sign
| ocations were reviewed at the prefiling conference prior
t o posting.

Q And how did you make the CEC application and
supporti ng docunents avail able for public review?

A (M5. SHHN) The application, in addition to the
ACC docket control, the application was posted on the
project website, a copy of the application was sent to
t he Hol brook -- Hol brook Public Library for review,
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copies of the application were also sent to the State
Hi storic Preservation Ofice and the Arizona Gane & Fi sh
Depart nent .

Q M. Gardner, as a result of the public outreach
efforts that you described, have you received any letters
of support?

A (MR GARDNER) W have. W received one letter
of support fromthe Joseph Gty Chanmber of Commerce,
which is the nearest town to the project. Additionally,
we received a letter of support from Stephen Brophy,
presi dent of Aztec Land and Cattl e Conpany.

Q And those two |letters are shown on slide 105; is
that correct?

A (MR GARDNER) That is correct.

Q And the letter fromthe Joseph Cty Chanber of
Commer ce has been marked for identification as West Canp
W nd Exhibit Nunmber 8; is that correct?

A (MR GARDNER) That's correct.

Q And the Aztec Land and Cattle Conpany letter is
contained in the application; is that correct?

A (MR GARDNER) That's correct, yup.

Q And Aztec Land and Cattl e Conpany owns the | and

on which all project facilities under both

I nt erconnection options wll be sited; is that correct?
A (MR GARDNER) That's correct, up to the
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APS- owned | and just outside of the Cholla Substation.

Q Thank you for that.

M. Gardner, was the CEC application prepared
under your supervision and direction?

A (MR GARDNER) VYes, it was.

Q And with the expansion of the corridor area
entering Cholla on APS | and that you descri bed, and the
revision to Exhibit | that Ms. Shin discussed, is the
application conpl ete and accurate?

A (MR GARDNER) It is, yes, sir.

Q Panel , do you have any concl udi ng thoughts for
the Commttee at this tine?

A (MR UNREIN) Yes, M. Acken. 1I'dlike to
provide a few closing remarks and concl usions. So
just -- just a few points of both reiterating, you know,
uni que benefits that pertain to this gen-tie |line and
sone of the discussion we've had. This gen-tie line is
entirely on private property. Furthernore, we have | and
rights secured to build all of the infrastructure that
we' re seeking approval for from-- fromthis Conmttee.
Both of these interconnection options are within existing
or pl anned devel opnent areas, so the 345-kV
i nterconnection facilities, as shown there wi thin our
broader wind farmarea. The 500-kV option parallels
three existing transm ssion |lines as soon as it
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| eaves -- | eaves our wnd farm ar ea.

So both are squarely wthin existing devel opnent
areas. Both utilize existing transm ssion infrastructure
that rate payers have invested in and paid for in
Northern Arizona. Both utilize existing transm ssion
infrastructure. Both have been deened, per our testinony
today, to be environnmentally conpati bl e.

And today we're seeking to preserve the
optionality of different interconnection voltages so that
we can send the wind energy fromour wind farmto the
areas of Northern Arizona's transm ssion grid that need
it. This transmission |line, which has been diligently
sited to avoid, mnimze, and mtigate environnenta
i npacts, has the ancillary benefit of enabling decades of
environnental benefits fromthe wind farm

And, in summary, this diligently sited w nd
farm-- or diligently sited transm ssion |ine would
enabl e an approximate $1 billion capital investnent in
Navaj o County. A capital investnent that has been
unani nousl y approved by the Navaj o County Board of
Supervi sors, and a capital investnent that, per
testinony, is poised to bring decades of econonic and
environnental benefits to these communities who need it.

We're proud to be an existing corporate partner
of Coconino and Navaj o counties, as we're currently
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constructing the last wnd farmgen-tie |line that AES
proposed to this Commttee in 2019. So we're happy to be
exi sting corporate -- corporate partners with these
communities. And we're excited to be bringing our next
wind farmgen-tie line to you for your consideration to
bring additi onal econom c and environnental benefits to
Navaj o County, who needs it.

Wth that, we would like to thank you for taking
the tinme to hear our testinony, to cone to Flagstaff and
hear our testinony, and | earn about the Wst Canp W nd
Farm Gen-Ti e Project.

CHWN. KATZ: What --

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, go ahead, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: The environnent al
conpatibility, | understand all that part, but you're
tal ki ng decades. What happens to these wind farns, and |
realize we don't have jurisdiction over wind farns, but
what happens to these areas that are being inpacted with
t he physical existence of wnd farns, solar farns, or
whatever it is at the end of 30 years, because | was
readi ng your stuff, it says 30-year project.

So what happens to all these facilities that
you're building infrastructure for, power |ines,
gen-ties, what happens to all that?
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MR. UNREIN. That's a great question. As you --
as you indicated, our nodern turbine technology and all
of the high-voltage infrastructure is designed for a
m ni mrum 30-year useful life. So with our operations and
mai nt enance program as we strive to be a very effective
operator of our wnd farns, 30-year useful life. At the
end of that, we're legally required, via nmultiple neans,
to deconm ssion the wind farm renopve our equi pnent, and
restore the property to the greatest extent practicable
to what it | ooked |ike when we were never there.

And when | say we're legally obliged to do that,
our |l and arrangenents legally oblige us to deconm ssion,
renove our equi pnent, and restore the property. And,
furthernore, Navajo County's Special Use Permt legally
obliges us to decomm ssion, renove -- decomm ssion and
renove our equi pnent and restore the wind farm

And we're actually required to post financi al
security prior to construction of our wnd farns, per
those requirenents. So we have to post a financial
security of the estimted decomm ssioning costs before we
build it, in case AES were -- were to go away and | eave
t he wind farm behind standing there.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: And what about -- what about
the gen-ties and the potential for 500-kV |ine, what
happens to all that infrastructure?
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MR UNREIN. So we're simlarly legally obliged
to renove our equi pnment and restore the property via our
| and arrangenents. And, yeah, so sane.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: M. Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: Does your Special Use Permt
provide for an option of refurbishing or restoring or
renewi ng the equi pnent and continue to operate or woul d
you have to go through another process to do that?

MR UNREIN. Yes, so -- excuse ne -- Navajo
County's Special Use Permt, they are unique in that they
essentially run in perpetuity with the land. And any
maj or nodi fications to what we sought authorization for
woul d require an anmendnment. So Navaj o County Special Use
Permts run for a long tinme, but yeah, if we were to
repower and, you know, recomm ssion the turbines with new
t echnol ogy, that would al nost certainly trigger an
amendnent in the future that we woul d have to seek
di screti onary approval of.

MEMBER PALMER: | don't expect to |ast 30 years,
but | fully expect Jack wll still be here.

CHWN. KATZ: Speaking of Jack, M. Haenichen,
did you have a question or a concern?

MEMBER HAENICHEN: | do. This is -- thisis a
general question that not only applies to this hearing,
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but other simlar hearings, where there are -- |arge
anounts of generation are involved, even though we have
no say over it. Here's ny question for you: W |earned
today in testinony, | don't renmenber by whom that here's
the line comng out, and it's going to connect into an
existing APS line. Wll, that can't go on forever,
because the line has capacity that it cannot be exceeded;
is that not right?

MR UNREIN. That's correct. And that -- that
is the fundanental -- the fundanental reason for the
i nterconnection study process that we've discussed is
t hose years of --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah, but let's go back in
time and then we'll go forward in tine. Wen those lines
that are -- have nothing to do with your project were
originally installed, did they have a trenendous
overcapacity for, depending on the current use needs? In
other words, is there a | ot of reserve transm ssion
capacity on all these |lines we see when we drive around
the state?

MR UNREIN. At sone -- so | was not -- you
know, | can't personally speak to, you know, the
engi neering assunptions and siting rational e that went
into those lines that were built many decades ago. But
the capacity on the transm ssion infrastructure proxinal
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to our site, those transmssion |lines used to be nuch
nore utilized fromvarious coal plants, not just the
Chol |l a Substation, but different coal plants in the Four
Corners region. These electrons nove hundreds of ml es,
and as that fossil fuel fire generation is com ng
offline, that is creating nom nal capacity avail able for
renewabl e energy projects.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. That's a good answer.
But given that we all believe this state is grow ng
rapidly and going to continue to do that, that
replacenent is just going to happen anyway, and then
you're still going to need nore capacity to -- to trailer
electricity around the state. And | just wonder what the
process is on those original |ines when they were put in,
in terns of capacity.

MR. UNREIN. Yeah, the -- | nean, the Wstern --
the Western El ectrical Coordi nati on Council, the WECC,
transm ssion systemit's a -- yeah, it's a very highly
compl ex naze of transm ssion infrastructure that's been
built around the decades, electrons can flow -- you know,
our AC electricity can flowin both directions --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Wl |, | understand that.

MR UNREIN. You know, those -- those |lines were
built based on the thernmal coal fire generation that was
in existence at the tine to nove the electrons to
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where -- where they're needed.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. But this -- you may
not know the answer to this, is there sonme government al
entity, | don't care at what |evel you take this
question -- that tells people when they want to build a
transm ssion |ine, you' ve got to put in 50 percent extra
capacity for future grow h; does that happen?

MR, UNREIN. So the prinmary federal regul ator on
interstate transm ssion is FERC, the Federal Energy
Regul atory Commission. As to the -- what they require
for an overbuild of capacity to allow for other future
reservations and custoners, | do not know. |'m not aware
of any specific, you know, threshold, oh, you have to
engi neer your line for 25 percent extra contingency, |'m
not aware of any specific thresholds, and | think it's
nore on a case-by-case basis with those new interstate
transm ssion |ines.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. Now, on your project,
t hough, when you want to hook into these existing |ines,
did you ask the owner of those |Iines how nuch capacity
surplus there is?

MR UNREIN. That's the nulti-year
i nt erconnecti on study process that we've described. It
takes ne about five years to get that answer.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Wel |, have you ever run into
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a case where you develop a new large project like this
500 negawatt where they said we just don't have the
capacity to get it to the nmain grid?

MR UNREIN. So we try to be good -- we try to
be good proactive renewabl e energy devel opers, such that
this team woul d foresee that that constraint earlier in
t he devel opnent process than other people. And that's
one of the reasons why we're successful in building our
solar and wind farns is we carefully all ocate resources
to where we think a project is viable for a variety of
reasons, and one of those big reasons is interconnection.
But maybe sonmeone, you know, w thout the experience of or
w t hout the foresight, they could end up in that
situation where they fully, you know, devel op sonet hi ng
and they're going to construction and find out -- find
that fatal flaw, but that would be unfortunate.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Well, let's tal k about your
conmpany now and this farmthat you have commtted to
build. Wat -- do you -- how did you assure yourself
that there will be a way to get it to custoners?

MR UNREIN. So before we go through that --
bef ore and during that interconnection study process we
have internal electrical engineers and external
consultants that are highly specialized that hel p us | ook
at that feasibility. So to your point, we didn't just,
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you know, throw a 500-megawatt queue position in |ine
wth APS al nost three years ago. W did a |ot of
analysis internally and externally, you know, four years
ago before we put that -- put that request in.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: On any of your past projects
have you ever faced where you did your diligence and then
you went in and found out there was not enough capacity?

MR UNREIN. So we -- we have several projects
in our portfolio, and other |arge independent power
producers |i ke us would say the exact sane thing, yes, we
have ot her projects that are in our portfolio that we
know are transm ssi on-constrai ned, and we have those on
the shelf waiting for other network upgrades and ot her
changes in the interconnection process to start depl oyi ng
resour ces again.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay.

MR UNREIN. So | have projects --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: On those particul ar
projects -- this is ny next question now.

CHWN. KATZ: Jack, M. Haenichen, pull your
m crophone a little closer, | think the court reporter is
struggl i ng.

VEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ch, sorry.

VWhat did you do to nove the group of people who
can correct that, to put nore capacity in, please?
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MR UNREIN. To -- is your question to nove --
or what do you nean "nove"?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Can use the surplus energy
you were going to generate.

MR UNREIN: Sorry, could you ask it one nore
tinme?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. How do you assure
yourself that there will be enough capacity in the thing
you' re hooking into?

MR UNREIN. OCh. So, again, we -- we have our
own i nternal and external consultants that analyze fl ow
studies and the transm ssion grid based on, you know,
hi storical transm ssion and infrastructure and pl anned
upgrades. So we have, you know, entire teanms internally
and externally that are constantly evaluating feasibility
of interconnecting solar and wi nd throughout the country.

And here, you know, in Arizona, speaking to this
project in particular, nany years ago, you know, the
potential or actual plan closure of the Cholla Power
Pl ant was announced, and fol ks know that there's going to
be transm ssion capacity available proximal to the area
for other fornms of power generation. And, yeah,
that's -- that's creating projects like this being able
to utilize that --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:. Yeah, that's replacing an

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 206 VOLUME | 10-11-2022 107

exi sting resource that's bei ng decomm ssioned, but if the
state continues to grow and mllions nore people cone in,
that's not going to be enough, right?

MR UNREIN. Yes. That's -- that's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |'mjust trying to understand
how t his works --

MR UNREIN. -- that's |like Western Spirit and
SunZi a, other cross-state transm ssion |ines that have
been -- that have been proposed.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ch, yeah, we were invol ved
with those.

MR UNREIN. So it takes -- it takes a |lot of
time to develop new transm ssion |lines, but, yeah, it's
bei ng done - -

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yeah, it's expensive.

MR UNREIN: -- coast to coast.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: This is conpletely
non-jurisdictional, but just for ny curiosity, and |I'm
trying to renenber what 1've read if | saw anything, but
does this project -- this wind project have any storage
associated with it?

MR. UNREIN. Yes, our interconnection queue
positions do include 250 negawatts of battery energy
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st or age.

MEMBER PALMER:  Thank you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That is DC?

MR UNREIN. So --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  You're storing DC?

MR UNREIN:. -- no, on the wind energy side it
woul d be AC-coupl ed storage, because the el ectrons that
flow out of our turbines are AC. There is a chance,
dependi ng on technology, that -- that wind energy in the
future would be DC-coupled, so you'd put it through an
inverter and do it DC-coupl ed.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: How do you store AC?

MR UNREIN. It's an evol ving technol ogy.

THE REPORTER: |I'msorry, please, one at a tine.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: How do you store AC energy?

MR UNREIN: |'"mnot an energy storage expert,
but there is AC-coupled -- there is AC-coupl ed energy
storage proximal to project substations pretty -- pretty
commonl y.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  |'m not aware of it. I'm
goi ng to continue ny search. Thank you.

MR UNREIN: If | can do sone nore research
toni ght and speak with sone of ny coll eagues that are
much better technical experts at storage and bring any
i nformati on back tonmorrow, if that's --
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MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah, put it sinply, you
can't use a battery to store AC.

MR. UNREIN. Yeah, there's electrical conponents
t hat all ow enough, there's mcro-inverters that convert
it to DC and then goes into lithiumbatteries and back
out, | just don't know --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: These are all |ofty prospects
too. There are | osses associated wth doing that.

MR UNREIN.  Uh- huh.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MEMBER FRENCH. M. Unrein, you nentioned 200
nmegawatts -- or 250 negawatts of storage, is that the
sane for either project?

MR UNREIN: Correct.

MEMBER FRENCH: Thank you.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Well, M. Chairman, |I'm
just -- back to M. Haenichen's, if you're storing al
this power, it nust be DC storage; is that correct?

MR UNREIN. I'mgoing to -- | commt to this
Commttee to consult sonme energy storage engi neering
experts and then be better prepared to speak to the
potential battery storage conponent of this wind farm
It is worth noting that we included 250 negawatts of
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battery storage as an option in our queue positions,
paired with our wind energy, and that it's to be

determ ned at a future date if storing this wind energy
woul d be needed for custoner. And secondly, be possible
from-- froma taxation and a market perspective.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: But aren't these battery
storage facilities or alternative storage, aren't they
part of the gen-tie connections?

MR UNREIN. Yes, but in this case if battery
storage were depl oyed, they would be | ocated adj acent
to -- adjacent to the collector substations. They would
not -- the energy storage facilities would not be within
the transm ssion lines or the substations subject of this
CEC.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: So how woul d you connect the
battery storage systens to your substations, if they're
not part of this CEC? Wuld you have to cone back for
anot her CEC connecti on?

MR. ACKEN. Menber Ginnell, if I can hop in. |
believe it's non-jurisdictional.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | understand that part, not
the battery part, but the gen-tie would be a
jurisdictional issue for this Commttee.

MR. ACKEN:. If the battery is receiving at
340 -- 34.5, and then being stepped -- and then when it's
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bei ng di scharged, it's discharged at 34.5 to the
col l ector substation, it would not be jurisdictional. So
| think that -- | think that's the answer, but, you know,
again, M. Unrein's conmmtted. He's shaking his head, he
may know the answer to this one to confirm but, you
know, we'll nmake sure we've got the answers for you
tonorrow on all of the battery questions.

But -- but, bottomline, if a battery is -- if
both the input and the output of the battery is bel ow 115
kilovolts, it's not jurisdictional.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Onh, that part | -- that part |
under st and, but you're connecting eventually to your two
big power lines and also to your -- so | guess that's
where the confusion is for ne a little bit.

MR ACKEN:. Yeah, and if | can take a sw ng at
it, and M. Unrein correct since you're testifying under
oath, | believe that's where the collector substations
come into play. And we are seeking approval for the
col l ector substations. So the output for the batteries,
if it's at 34.5, goes to the coll ector substation, where
it will be stepped up to jurisdictional transm ssion
voltage. And that's why we are seeking approval for the

subst ati ons.

Q BY MR ACKEN:. M. Unrein, can you confirm or
correct?
GLENNI E REPCORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (MR UNREIN) | can confirmthat that's correct.
Any stored electricity comng frombattery storage
facilities would be fed at nedium voltage into the
col |l ector substation on that bus work, just |like the mni
circuits of collection lines comng fromour wi nd farm

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah, but you can't step up
DC, it has to be AC So there's constantly goi ng back
and forth. You store it as DC and you then convert it to
AC, and use a transforner to change -- transformer to
make a hi gher voltage.

MR UNREIN. That's correct. It would be stored
out -- outside of the substation and woul d be converted
to nmedi um voltage AC and then enter the substation bus
work just as if it were a collection line circuit com ng
froma group of wi nd turbines.

CHWN. KATZ: | was going to try to avoid going
here, but I'mgoing to. Are you famliar with the
October 4th letter fromthe Arizona Corporation
Comm ssion and their reconmendations to this Commttee?

MR UNREIN  Yes, Chairman.

CHWN. KATZ: And one of the things I'll just
quote from it says, "Since the proposed project includes
two different |evels of interconnection at the Choll a
Subst ati on, separate studi es needed to be conducted to
determ ne the effects, if any, on the transm ssion
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system APS conducted a cluster System | npact Study,"
again, a cluster Systemlnpact Study or SIS "for the
345-kV option. This study evaluated the effects of the
345-kV option, along with other projects in the APS

i nt erconnecti on queue and concl uded there could be
negative i npacts on the APS transm ssion system and woul d
requi re new transm ssion |ines and transfornmers be
constructed to mtigate the effects,” but then there's a
bi g however. "Wst Canp stated a very small portion of
the identified inpacts would be attributable to the
345-kV project, and that if any of the other projects in
the study cluster were withdrawn fromthe queue,
transm ssi on system i npacts would be di m ni shed or
elimnated. The applicant indicated that a facility
study woul d be done on the approved"” 435 -- "445-KkV |line
early in 2023, to further any potential systeminpacts,"”
and also it further indicates that APS with -- in
conjunction wth your conpany woul d be studyi ng a 500-kV
option. And |I'mjust wondering who -- who el se was
involved in that cluster study, if you even know?

MR UNREIN. So the -- the specific |egal
entities and owners of various interconnection requests
is not publicly available information. But, in summary,
that -- that fall 2019 345-kV cluster studi ed many, many
t housands of negawatts of potential interconnection
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requests fromthat cluster, as well as many thousands of
nmegawatts of previous clustered generator interconnection
requests. So about seven gigawatts in total. And APS is
required to study each of those in an indiscrimnate
fashion regardl ess of actual feasibility of the request
or viability of the project being built, so that is, it's
sonewhat typical for us to see. You know, the initia
study process studied a | arge group, and the study --

CHWN. KATZ: And it's nore up to APS wi th input
fromyou to do that further study, correct, regarding
ei ther the 345-kV or the 500-kV |lines?

MR. UNREIN:. Correct. After the System | npact
Study you, as the applicant, can choose to continue the
study process or end it and | eave the -- | eave the queue.

CHWN. KATZ: But |'m assum ng, though, if you
were to | eave the queue this particular project woul dn't
be built?

MR UNREIN If we -- if we abandoned our
I nt erconnecti on queue positions, we would have to -- you
have to get back in line, essentially. You' d have to
file again and get back in the multi-year |ine.

CHWN. KATZ: And one of our conmttee nenbers,
who isn't present, after reviewing the letter presented a
question and I'll read it. What -- and it was Menber
Little: "What is likely to happen if the CEC is granted
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but sonetine during the construction of the project it is
determ ned that there will be systemproblens if the
project is connected?" O asking it another way, would
you be waiting until you got cl earance through
appropri ate studi es before building out this project,
only to be told it's too |ate now, you spent all this
noney, but you can't hook into our existing systenf

MR UNREIN:. W would never be in that
situati on, because we need a Large Cenerator
| nt erconnecti on Agreenent with APS in order to legally
commence construction of our wind farm

CHWN. KATZ: And that's really what | wanted to
confirmis you're not going to be building the wind farm
or the transmssion lines wthout first getting that
agr eenent approved by your conpany and by Arizona Public
Servi ce?

MR UNREIN: That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: | don't know if | opened up
anyt hing you wanted to follow up on or any of the
commttee nenbers wanted to foll ow up on?

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Not on
behal f of the applicant at this tine. W're happy to
answer any nore questions the Conmttee has this
afternoon. You know, we have a little bit of honmework
that we need to address tonorrow norning. |If there are
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ot her questions that we need to take up tonorrow norning,
we're happy to do that as well.

CHWN. KATZ: Anything further from either our
virtual participants or fromour in-person participants
on the Comm ttee?

(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: Well, if that's the case, we're
going to unfortunately, or fortunately, have to take a
recess and wait until 5:30 p.m And what m ght happen is
what happened in our |ast hearing, we waited until 5:30
and no nenbers of the public showed up.

But in the event there is interest fromthe
Navaj o County community and surroundi ng property owners,
we want to give thema chance to address us, either in
person or virtually. So we're going to recess until
5:30. It will give sone of us an opportunity to actually
nmove | uggage into our respective roons. But we do stand
in recess, unless there's sone reason not to.

MR. ACKEN. No. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

(Recessed from4:14 p.m until 5:34 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: M. Ginnell is present, and |
think Karl Gentles is present. | don't know whet her
Dani el -- Daniel Schwi ebert is present. He doesn't
appear to be. But we have one, two, three, four, five,
six, seven of us. W've got a quorum and can go ahead.
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And | believe there are two nenbers of the public that
wanted to virtually communi cate with us

And are they able to hear what we're saying
ri ght now?

The two virtual, since there's only two of you,
we'll let you ranble a little bit, but it's not going to
be question and answer. W're not allowed as a Comm ttee
to respond to individual nmenbers of the republic -- of
the republic -- of the public and of the republic -- we
can only listen to what you have to say and take that
into consideration during our deliberations. And |'l]|
|l et our I T people decide which of the two folks wll go
first.

AV TECHNICIAN:. M. Chairnman, let's begin with
d are.

MS5. BELLENDI R: H , can you hear ne?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, we can hear you fine. Just
state your first and | ast name.

MS. BELLENDI R: Yeah, it's C are Brophy
Bellendir, and I"'mw th Aztec Land and Cattle.

CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, and | know one of the Brophys
went to Xavier -- | nean, Xavier, and swamw th ny

daught er Amanda years ago.

M5. BELLENDIR: | swam wi th Mandy.
CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, Mandy is ny kid. 1'll make
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sure to say hello. And | know Stephen is there, and

had a matter with the Land Departnent involving hima few
years back. But, M. Brophy, please go ahead and speak
your m nd.

MS. BELLENDI R You know, |I'mgoing to defer to
ny father, and he's on the line as well, and our opinion
Is one and the sane.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MS. BELLENDI R Thanks for hearing us.

CHW. KATZ: dad to doit. dad to hear from
you and glad you're doing well. Are you living up north
now?

MS. BELLENDIR: | live in Phoenix, and ny
daughter attended Tutu School with your granddaughter.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Sounds good.

s it Stephen, then? O your father's nore than
wel cone to address us.

MR. BROPHY: Chairman Katz, can you hear ne?

CHWN. KATZ: | can hear you just fine.
MR. BROPHY: Thank you very nuch. [|'m Steve
Brophy. | run Aztec Land and Cattle Conpany. W are the

| andowner over whose |and principally this transm ssion

line that's under your consideration crosses. The reason
It does is because it is intended, as perhaps you' ve been
briefed, to serve a project, a wnd energy project, which
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Is located by and | arge on our | and.

It's an obvi ous statenent, but we support it,
nunber one. Nunber two, we do so because, and this is
not your concern, but rather our notivation, we think
that wi nd energy project done by this conpany, which is,

I n our experience, a fantastic conpany, very
professional, is a good use for our land, but 1'd al so
i ke to make maybe a larger point, and | say this to you
all as an adjunct of the Arizona Corporation Conm ssion,
and therefore, either directly or, by inplication,
responsi ble for the best interests of power consuners of
the utilities you regulate, in this case Arizona Public
Ser vi ce.

The switchyard to which this gen-tie is intended
to connect serves sone nmgjor power lines, a 500-kV, two
345-kV lines, which were constructed years ago by Arizona
Public Service to interconnect, | think, Four Corners,
Choll a, and the Phoenix |load area. And if you |l ook at a
map of the north, probably 30 mles of those power I|ines,
they cross our land. And together with the SRP |i nes
that both interconnect and cross our lines are a basic
maze of power |ines that were constructed to serve coal
powered plants built in the '"60s and '70s. And they were
constructed on our line not only w thout opposition -- on
our land, not only w thout opposition, but wth support,
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because we t hought that woul d benefit Northern Arizona
and the state.

Those power lines, | need not tell you, are a
multi-billion dollar electrical energy freeway whose

primary source of generation is going away. And this

project and others, probably ones that will come to your
attention in the future, are intended to fill the gap
that is being created by the -- the dimnution, and I
presune the ultimte di sappearance of coal. So for our

pur poses, the |and use that this enables and the reuse of
t he power assets that belong to APS but have been paid by
rate payers -- paid by rate payers in the Phoenix | oad
area, are being served wwth a second use and a second
life. W think altogether, just from our vantage point
are a worthy project, and we urge your favorable
consideration of this matter. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you. And I'Il just ask you
one question totally unrelated to these proceedings. [|I'm
assum ng you're the sane Stephen Brophy that | net wth
several years ago. | represent the Land Departnent, and
there was the lunber m 1l closing down and there were
aquifer permts that were required. | don't know if
that's you or one of your relatives.

MR BROPHY: No, it's ne. And it left ne with
the sane hairline that you have. But the end result has
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been very, very favorable. And very inportant for
Nort heast Arizona. Thank you.

CHW. KATZ: And I'mglad, and all | can say is
| have far less gray hair this year than I did | ast.
Anyway, M. --

MR. BROPHY: |'mgoing the other direction.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Anyway, Ms. Brophy and
M. Brophy, thank you both for your participation. W
will take what you have to say into consideration and
appreciate you taking the tine out of your day to do so.

M5. BELLENDI R:  Thank you, Chairman Katz. Take
care.

MR. BROPHY: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: |[|'massunm ng we don't have anybody
el se?

AV TECHNICIAN:. M. Chairman, that is everyone
who i s on Zoom

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne just ask, is anyone in the
back of the roomthat is a nenber of the public that
m ght wish to fill out a formand address us?

(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: Looks like they're all famliar
peopl e back there. So we'll stand in recess for the day.

And oh, M. Ginnell --

Vell, off the record.
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(Proceedi ngs recessed at 5:45 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.
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the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
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ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
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| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
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